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EDITORIALEDITORIAL
Governor shows 

lack of leadership
By Tom and Mary Lokey

Sentinel Co-Publishers

“Now is not the time for a statewide shel-
ter-in-place order in Oklahoma due to the 
coronavirus,” Gov. Kevin Stitt said at an eve-
ning news briefing this past Sunday.

“We’re hearing of stuff happening in New 
York City, in California or Chicago.

 “We have a different set of facts here.
“I’m not saying it couldn’t happen.”
Readers, this is the lack of leadership be-

ing shown by Gov. Stitt.
Governor, we do not have “a different set 

of facts.”
What we do have is an earlier set of facts. 

Because we are more rural and in the interior 
of the country, we have been given additional 
time to react to the COVID-19 virus. These 
are the same facts and they will play out the 
same way or worse for the citizens of Oklaho-
ma if Gov. Stitt does not take forceful action.

To wait to take the kind of action that New 
York and California are taking now will cause 
our cities and our rural population to suffer 
unnecessarily. We know what is to come if we 
take less than drastic action.

Paraphrasing U.S. Senator John Kerry, 
how do you ask a person to be the last person 
to get sick and possibly die for the good of an 
individual business to stay open?

We can see the virus spreading in Okla-
homa. At what level of cases does it take for 
the state to order non-essential business shut-
down and people to stay home?

If you follow the case of Italy, Oklahoma’s 
governor is reacting very much with the same 
level of concern the Italians did at the begin-
ning. Since the Italians did not react proac-
tively, they have had tragic loss of life.

Are we choosing business over life?
Are we choosing not to give the guidance 

that the people of Oklahoma need?
The governor is a mortgage banker by 

trade. He should have the knowledge to con-
sider these numbers:

Worldwide, the average loss of life for con-
firmed cases is four percent.

Estimates of spread in the United States 
run from 40 to 80 percent of the population.

If you reflect that across Oklahoma’s 
3.943 million population at a 40 percent infec-
tion rate, that is a death rate of 63,000 Okla-
homans. If you take the Italian death rate 
per recorded infection of 9.25 percent, much 
more like Oklahoma is acting, this will mean 
more than 145,891 deaths in Oklahoma alone.

The state of New York is estimating an in-
fection rate of as much as 80 percent of the 
population if not brought under control.

Congress is in the process of figuring out 
how to assist the citizens of this great nation 
through the pandemic.

Included in this package will be monetary 
assistance to small businesses, employees and 
the economy. We are going to have to trust 
Congress to get us back up and running on 
the other side.

We strongly recommend our governor 
change his stance on this issue.

 “Stay safe, stay home and follow the 
guidelines set down by the state health de-
partment,” Tishomingo Mayor Sue Robins 
recently stated. “I think this is good advice, 
which should be heeded by all.”

On Tuesday, for counties with confirmed 
cases, Stitt moved towards “shelter-in-place.” 
We do not think it is wise to wait for con-
firmed cases in the remaining counties.

A week ago we had 17 cases of COVID-19 
in Oklahoma. As of press time Tuesday night, 
we now have 106 confirmed cases. Governor 
Stitt, step up and do your job.

We do not want Oklahoma to become 
America’s Italy.
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After first announcing plans to limit seating 
and enact stringent sanitation efforts in 
order to continue operations, Justin and 
Stephanie Murray of the Indie Cinema in 
Tishomingo said late last week that they 
had made the decision to close until further 
notice due to mounting concerns over the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the decision was 
made with regret, the owners endeavored 
to put as positive a spin on the situation 
as possible by posting this “Gone Fishing” 
notice on the theatre marquee.  (Sentinel 
staff photo by Mary Lokey)

A MESSAGE TO OUR READERS:A MESSAGE TO OUR READERS:

Schools impacted by pandemic 
Officials seek guidance in wake of closure

Sign of the times...

To provide good, timely and 
factual information, the Johnston 
County Sentinel will be open-
ing up its subscriber-based web 
page, johnstoncosentinel.com, to 
the public for the duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This will allow us to provide 
credible information on a time-
ly basis to our Internet subscrib-
ers, as well as the public at large. 
These are going to be difficult 
times for our community, county 
and country.

At this time, due to loss of ad-
vertising - our primary source of 

revenue - and the expense of print-
ing and mailing newspapers, we 
will temporarily suspend deliv-
ery by mail to most out-of-county 
subscribers.

The newspaper will be avail-
able to ALL subscribers by our 
Internet page during this national 
emergency.

Those subscribers who do not 
have Internet access may contact 
us to continue their out-of-area 
subscription by mail.

As we are an independently 
owned and operated business, like 
many others in our community, 

we hope that the changes we are 
making during this time will allow 
us to continue operations.

Our contact information is:
Johnston County Sentinel
706 West Main Street
Tishomingo, OK 73460
Telephone: (580) 371-0275, 

message machine for after hours.
Fax: (580) 371-0275
Email: jcsentinel@yahoo.com

Mary and Tom Lokey 
Co-Publishers,

Johnston County Sentinel

By John A. Small
Managing Editor

Educators in Johnston 
County and throughout 
Oklahoma are now faced 
with the toughest ques-
tion they’ve ever faced: 
How to carry on in the 
wake of this week’s pro-
posal that schools remain 
closed.

On Monday, State 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Joy Hofmeis-
ter announced that she 
would propose a Con-
tinuous Learning Plan to 
the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Education 
(OKSDE) to complete 
the school year for Okla-
homa students without 
reopening school build-
ings during the global 
pandemic. 

While the education 
of schoolchildren will 
resume with distance 
learning, there will not 

be traditional, in-per-
son instruction or ex-
tracurricular activities. 
Schools will instead fol-
low critical safety guid-
ance from the Centers 
for Disease Control with 
regard to social distanc-
ing for students, staff and 
school families.

The State Board of 
Education was scheduled 
to hold a special meeting 
on Wednesday, March 
25, to discuss Hofmeis-
ter’s proposal. The meet-
ing was set to take place 
after this week’s issue 
of the Sentinel went to 
press; OKSDE members 
were to meet virtually.

A short time before 
Hofmeister’s announce-
ment, Tishomingo Su-
perintendent of Schools 
Bobby Waitman told 
the Johnston County 
Board of Commission-
ers during its meeting 
Monday that the Tisho-

mingo School District 
was already working on 
plans to continue instruc-
tion for the current year 
should the schools re-
main closed.

In response to a ques-
tion from Commissioner 
Mike Thompson, regard-
ing the possible impact 
of school closure upon 
graduating seniors and 
commencement activi-
ties, Waitman said that 
while the traditional cer-
emony might have to be 
either postponed or can-
celed seniors will still be 
allowed to graduate.

“We are not going to 
let this pandemic prevent 
our seniors from gradu-
ating,” Waitman said.

But Waitman also ac-
knowledged that plans 
to continue teaching 
through online instruc-
tion may prove difficult 
for some rural school 
districts, such as those in 
Johnston County.

“We have children 
in these rural areas who 
may not have access to 
a Chromebook or do not 
have Internet at home,” 
Waitman said. “What 
will instruction look like 
under these circumstanc-
es? We are going to have 
to address those issues.”

On Tuesday Waitman 
provided the Johnston 
County Sentinel with a 
letter he had written to 
parents, teachers and 
school staff members re-
garding the school’s ef-
forts in the wake of Hof-
meister’s announcement 
on Monday. In that letter, 
Waitman said he and the 
principals at Tishomin-
go’s three public schools 
will be working to “gath-
er direction and guide-
lines from the OKSDE 
regarding a framework 
for distance learning.”

Waitman’s letter also 
states that the school 
district has started the 
process of assessing 
graduation requirements 
for seniors and credits 
earned for other high 
school students, as well 

as seeking guidance with 
regard to eighth grade 
graduation requirements.

“The District is 
aware that there are 
many questions yet to 
be answered as we make 
every attempt to plan the 
remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year, but we 
will do whatever it takes 
to serve the needs and 
interests of our our stu-
dents,” Waitman wrote.

(The full text of Wait-
man’s letter, including 
information regarding 
the district’s breakfast 
and lunch program, ap-
pears on Page 2.)

Waitman’s message 
was one of several re-
ceived by the Sentinel 
from local school dis-
tricts following Hof-
meister’s announcement. 

Also on Monday, 
Superintendent Melissa 
Ferguson of Coleman 
Public Schools released 
a statement report-
ing that Coleman will 
be moving to a virtual 
learning and/or alterna-
tive learning setting for 
its students and is wait-
ing on guidance from the 
state department to begin 
that process. 

“As soon as the 
framework is set up and 
given to us, we will be 
letting you all know the 
plan,” Ferguson wrote. 
“This instructional plan 
will NOT begin until 
April 6. There is to be 
NO instruction between 
now and then.”

Ferguson added that 
Coleman School is also 
canceling this year’s 
prom and senior trip, 
as well as eighth grade 
graduation. 

“We hope to sched-
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Dear Editor:
The State Superintendent of Schools announced 

during a phone conference Monday that the Oklaho-
ma State School Board will be taking action at a spe-
cial board meeting on Wednesday, March 25, regard-
ing the closure of school buildings for the remainder 
of the school year.  

The Tishomingo School District is experiencing 
a time that is unprecedented.  The closure of school 
for the remainder of the school year and the cessation 
of all school activities and events are difficult for us 
all.  

While we understand the gravity of our current 
status and realize that this poses tremendous chal-
lenges for our working parents,  we also understand 
that all Oklahomans have been called upon to do ev-
erything within their power to halt the transmission 
of COVID-19 (coronavirus).

The District will be challenged with implement-
ing creative means by which we can provide distance 
learning.  I realize that this will look different for our 
District than those who have implemented a one-to-
one learning environment in which most all students 
have Internet access at home.  

I would ask that each staff member begin to think 
about prospects for providing instruction to your stu-
dents.  I will be working with building principals as 
we gather direction and guidelines from the OKSDE 
regarding a framework for distance learning.  

We will also be working to create informed re-
sponses to the many questions that will result from 
this form of educating students.  We have already be-
gun the process of assessing graduation requirements 
for seniors and credits earned for other high school 
students.  

The eighth grade reading test requirement is an-
other issue that we are seeking guidance on.  We are 
working on a plan that will provide a means of deter-

mining promotion/retention prospects related to the 
Reading Sufficiency Act and the third grade reading 
test.  

The District is aware that there are many ques-
tions yet to be answered as we make every attempt to 
plan the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, but 
we will do whatever it takes to serve the needs and 
interests of our students.

The District began serving breakfast and lunch 
on Monday, March 23, to any child ages one to 18 in 
our District.  We are very hopeful that every student/
child in our District who has need of this service will 
pick up a meal at one of the following four sites:  11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Tishomingo Elementary School and 
Tishomingo Middle School, and 11:30 a.m. to noon 
at Butcher Pen Mission Baptist Church and the Con-
nverville Senior Center.  

If you have children in your household, but are 
not able to make it to one of the sites listed above, 
please contact the District so that we can discuss oth-
er delivery arrangements by calling 371-9190, ext. 
129, or by e-mailing mpayne@tishomingo.k12.ok.us.

Our staff and community have shown over-
whelming support and a willingness to do whatever 
it takes for our students.  Together, we’ll meet our 
students’ needs and continue the unity of purpose 
that is necessary in achieving an environment that 
fosters student success.

The District will be communicating via e-notes, 
the Remind app, and district website, www.tishomin-
go.k12.ok.us, as information about the remainder of 
the school year is available.  

Thank you all for your cooperation as we work 
through this challenging time.  

Bobby Waitman
Superintendent,

Tishomingo Public Schools

District endeavoring to plan remaining school year

F See COURTHOUSE
Page 5

Well, dear readers, once again time 
constraints stemming from our ongo-
ing efforts to stay abreast of the latest 
information regarding the COVID-19 
outbreak has resulted in my not find-
ing the time to write a new “Small 
Talk” column for this week’s issue.

But rather than simply rerun an old 
column as I did last week, I thought 
it might be nice this time around to 
share one of the western tales I wrote 
for my 2007 short story collection 
Days Gone By: Legends and Tales of 
Sipokni West. The book used as its set-
ting a fictionalized version of the Old 
West attraction located in Reagan, and 
owned and operated by our old saddle 
pal, Johnny Shackleford.

If you’re interested, copies can 
still be purchased at Amazon.com. In 
the meantime I hope the following 
meets with your satisfaction.

-      -      -
It was late July and the sun beat 

down on the Thunderhead Ranch, 
heating the sand under Wesley Bon-
ner's thin-soled cowhide boots to 
plumb near 120 degrees. He and two 
of the other ranch hands were digging 
postholes for a new barbed wire fence, 
about five miles from the ranch house.

“Sometimes I wish I’d been a 
lawyer, like my maw wanted me to 
be,” Billy Fallon was saying to Peter 
Russell. “If I had, I shore wouldn’t be 
out in the middle of nowhere diggin’ 
holes in the sand on the hottest day of 
summer – I’d be sittin’ in the shade 
somewhere, sippin’ a cold one with 
some sweet young thang!”

“You know, Billy,” Bonner 
drawled in that deep voice of his, with-
out cracking a smile, “if you moved 
those posthole diggers half as fast as 
you move your jaw, we’d ALL be sit-
tin' in the shade by now!” Bonner had 
been foreman for the Thunderhead 
for some 20-odd years, and figured he 
had probably dug more postholes and 
strung more barbed wire than anyone 
in the territory. Consequently, there 
were few things he hated in the world 

more than listening to these wet-be-
hind-the-ears young’uns bellyache 
about digging postholes and stringing 
barbed wire. If they didn’t like the 
work, he figured, maybe they ought 
to just pack up their gear and head 
someplace where the work was more 
to their liking. Assuming, of course, 
that such a place even existed.

On the other hand, he couldn’t 
hardly blame them for wishing they 
were somewhere else than out here 
in the hot sun. Drought was a fact of 
life this time of year; rain was a sel-
dom sight, and men and animals alike 
suffered in the especially dry months. 
Even the tumbleweeds and prairie 
grass turned brown; so there was next 
to nothing for the cattle and other an-
imals to feed on. Drinking water was 
always in short supply and had to be 
rationed to each cowhand, one canteen 
a day. The cattle got most of the rest; 
what little they didn’t get was put in 
the large wooden community tub that 
was used for washing clothes during 
the week, and for washing cowpokes 
on Saturday night.

This, then, was Wesley Bonner’s 
world – stark, dry, and a constant 
struggle. A life with few pleasures, 
but plenty of hard work and blisters. 

In other words, a life only a cow-
boy could ever hope to understand 
and love.

Bonner and the other two ranch 
hands had finished setting cedar posts 
for one section of the fence they were 
building. Now they had to stretch the 
barbed wire and nail steeples into the 
posts to hold the wire taut. Bonner 
was hammering in a steeple when his 
left boot sank down into the dry, san-
dy ground; a half-second later, he felt 
something hit the top of his boot, fol-
lowed by a dry, sizzling sound. 

Instinctively he jumped back and 
kicked the air with his boot. And Bil-
ly and Peter would claim later that 
Bonner’s face lost all its color when 
he looked down to see attached to the 
top of his left boot the biggest, longest 

diamondback rattlesnake any of them 
had ever seen; the foreman had un-
knowingly stepped smack dab in the 
middle of a passageway leading into a 
den of the deadly reptiles.

As he shook his leg in an attempt 
to loosen the rattler, Bonner thought 
he could feel warm venom dripping 
onto his ankle. Eventually he man-
aged to shake the rattler free – but in 
doing so he had somehow caused both 
fangs to break off and remain embed-
ded in his boot!

Surprisingly he felt no pain. Sitting 
down in the dirt, Bonner pulled off his 
boot carefully and found two dripping 
fangs, barely sticking through the top 
– the thickness of his bootstrap had 
prevented a deadly snakebite! 

He pulled out the embedded half-
inch needle-sharp fangs with a pair of 
pliers, and put his boot back on. No 
longer a danger to anyone but mice 
and insects, the toothless rattler nev-
ertheless continued to buzz its warn-
ing of danger, still coiled and mov-
ing its head from side to side. It was, 
Bonner would reflect later, rather like 
watching an outlaw threaten you with 
an empty gun.

Billy reached over and grabbed a 
30/30 rifle from his saddle; he quick-
ly drew a bead on the reptile and was 
just about to blow its head off when 
Bonner motioned him to hold his fire.

“Go get a tow sack from my sad-
dlebag for my new friend,” Bonner 
ordered.

Billy slowly lowered his rifle and 
cast an incredulous look in Bonner’s 
direction. That left it to Peter to com-
ply with the foreman’s order; as Peter 
went to retrieve the tow sack, Billy 
looked down at Bonner and shook his 
head. “I do believe you are the only 
fool I know that would turn around 

and make a pet out of something that 
had just tried to kill him,” Billy said.

Bonner looked up at him and 
grinned. “Aw, ol’ Toothless can't hurt 
anybody now,” he said as he reached 
over and grabbed the rattler behind 
the head. He rose to his feet, poked 
the snake into the tow sack and tied 
the sack to the saddlehorn of his 
horse. The three of them then finished 
working on the fence and were head-
ed back towards the ranch house just 
about the time the sun started setting.

When they got there, Bonner made 
a big production out of the simple act 
of emptying the contents of the tow 
sack on the ground by the porch. 
While the rest of the ranch hands 
watched – from a distance – he then 
got a can of paint and colored all the 
diamonds on the reptile a bright red, 
so everyone could tell it from all the 
rest of his snake cousins.

“You boys can pet him if you want 
to,” Bonner announced with a half-
grin.

Oddly enough, nobody took him 
up on the offer...

(Column copyright © 2020 by John A. Small)

John A. Small
Small TalkSmall Talk

From the archives: How Foreman Bonner met Ol’ Toothless

Commissioners order courthouse closed to public 
By John A. Small
Managing Editor

The Johnston County 
Courthouse has joined 
the growing list of agen-

cies and offices that are 
closed to the public in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

During its regular 
weekly meeting Monday 

morning, the Johnston 
County Board of Com-
missioners voted 3-0 
to enact a resolution to 
close the courthouse to 
the public until Monday, 
April 6. 

District 2 Commis-
sioner Mike Thomp-
son, the board’s current 
chairman, said the com-
missioners will re-eval-
uate the situation at their 
April 6 meeting and de-
termine whether the clo-
sure should be extended. 

The vote came just 
days after an emergen-
cy meeting last Thurs-
day, March 19, in which 
Thompson and fellow 

commissioners Jacky 
Hallmark and T.J. Cle-
ments enacted a disaster 
emergency proclamation 
in response to the pan-
demic.

The earlier proclama-
tion declares Johnston 
County to be a disaster 
area, “entitled to aid, re-
lief and assistance,” and 
directs the implemen-
tation of the county’s 
Emergency Operations 
Plan. Thompson said at 
the time that the declara-
tion will help the coun-
ty if and when it needs 
to apply for assistance 
through the Federal 
Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA).
During last Thurs-

day’s meeting, the com-
missioners also voted 
3-0 to keep the court-
house open until there is 
official confirmation of a 
local case of COVID-19. 
That proclamation was 
to have been in effect 
for a week, but was su-
perseded by this week’s 
action.

As first reported on 
the Sentinel’s Facebook 
page, the earlier proc-
lamation had been the 
source of some debate 
during last Thursday’s 
meeting. On Wednesday, 
March 18, the offices of 

County Treasurer Rana 
Smith and County As-
sessor Guyla Hart both 
announced that those of-
fices would be closed to 
the public, with all busi-
ness being conducted by 
phone or online.

Signs stating that the 
offices are closed to the 
public had been placed 
on the doors of both of-
fices. However, during 
the March 19 meeting 
the commissioners stated 
that Hart and Smith had 
failed to follow proper 
protocol by closing the 
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Easterling Law Office
Jared Easterling, Attorney at Law

225 West Main Street, Tishomingo
Phone - (580) 219-8900

Practicing in Federal, State and Tribal courts

Personal Injury
Real Estate
Criminal Matters
Estate Planning
Divorce
Business Services
Probate

Professional legal services, including but not limited to:

Tishomingo Lions Club member Robert Holliday presented an 
interesting and informative program on beekeeping at the club’s 
March 11 meeting. Holliday is shown above holding a deep hive 
frame, which he explained is inserted into a beehive for the bees to 
build either brood or honeycomb on, depending upon its location 
in the hive. What began as a hobby for Holliday approximately 
four years ago has now turned into a part-time business, Bee & C, 
offering services such as bee removal. Holliday also serves as the 
community affairs manager for this area for OG&E. (Sentinel staff 
photo by Mary Lokey)

One-time hobby keeps Holliday buzzing

Local residents keep busy
during social distancing

Church services canceled,
but prayer meeting still on

Ravia NewsRavia News

Milburn NewsMilburn NewsBy Jerry Blackerby 
Sentinel Correspondent   

Milburn First Bap-
tist Church services are 
canceled until April 5 
because of how many 
of our people are elder-
ly, since we are in the 
coronavirus pandemic 
currently.

I attended drive-in 
church at Rock Harbor 
Church in Ravia. About 
15 cars were present,  
and all of us stayed in 
our cars. Brother Jon 
Smith preached outdoors 
with a small PA system.

The Tishomingo Se-
nior Nutrition Center is 
delivering your food to 
the door, to maintain so-
cial distance.

If you believe God 
answers prayer, come 
join us on the first Thurs-
day evening of the month 
at 6 p.m. in the Milburn 
Community Center. 

The next communi-
ty prayer meeting will 
be April 2. Several of 
us have felt a real bless-
ing when we have heard 
some of the good reports 
on previous prayer re-
quests.

Be praying that God 
will bring our country 
through this current situ-
ation of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

◊◊◊
Lynda Carter, who 

played Wonder Woman 
in the 1970s television 
series, says that she nev-
er played the “don’t you 
remember game” with 
her mother with Alzhei-
mer’s. 

The Brain and Life 
magazine for January/
February 2020 has an 
excellent article about  
Carter taking care of 
her mother. Here is an 
Internet link to read the 
article online - https://
www.brainandlife.org/
articles/singer-and-ac-
tress-lynda-carter-advo-
cates-for-alzheimers/.

Brain and Life mag-
azine used to be Neu-
rology Now magazine. I 
began receiving the Neu-
rology Now magazine 
in the mail every other 
month several years ago. 

I love the magazine. 
It has articles on Alzhei-
mer’s in almost every 
issue. It also includes 
articles on other illness-
es that are neurological 
problems. 

Here is a link on the 
Internet where you can 
subscribe free - https://
www.b2bmediaportal.
com/dynamicregister/
register.aspx?fid=NOW-
F&KEY=BLWEB.

◊◊◊
I have heard reports 

from other areas that 
scammers/criminals are 
beginning to take advan-
tage of the current coro-
navirus pandemic scare. 

People are knocking 
on doors and claiming to 
be from either the police 
department or the health 
department, saying they    
need to check the occu-
pants for the coronavi-
rus.

When they are let in, 
they pull a weapon and 
rob and possibly injure 
the occupants. Beware 
of these people. I have 
not heard of any of our 
local agencies going 
door-to-door to check on 
the occupants.

◊◊◊
Milburn School: 
The State Board of 

Education passed an or-
der Monday, March 16, 
that all Oklahoma public 
schools be closed until 
April 6. 

This includes in-
struction, grading, pro-
fessional development 
and conferences. Opera-
tions concerning admin-
istration, business, child 
nutrition and mainte-

nance can remain active.
When I am informed 

of any changes, I will put 
the information in this 
column.

Milburn Public 
Schools have announced 
that the office, cafeteria 
and food bank will be 
open Monday through 
Thursday, from 8 a.m. to 
11 a.m.

◊◊◊
Bible Trivia: Who 

was the father of Abra-
ham?

Last week’s ques-
tion: Which kind of bird 
did Jesus say was “sold 
two for a farthing?” An-
swer: Sparrows (Mat-
thew 10:29). Matthew 
Chapter 10 gives inter-
esting instructions to the 
12 Disciples.

◊◊◊
“He that overcometh 

shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son. 
But the fearful, and un-
believing, and the abom-
inable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is 
the second death.” (Rev-
elation 21:7-8, KJV) 

◊◊◊
If you have any an-

nouncements or other 
input for the “Milburn 
News” column, please 
notify me. I see many 
events at the Milburn 
Community Center that 
I have not heard  about.

Please send an e-mail 
to jerryblackerby@
windstream.net, or call 
me at home at (580) 443-
5618 or my cell phone at 
(972) 824-2733, at least 
a week before an event, 
to have time to get an an-
nouncement in the “Mil-
burn News” column.

By Matthew Cravatt
Sentinel Correspondent

The Ravia area pop-
ulation is working out a 
lot of social distancing 
issues, such as taking 
walks, starting gardens, 
and getting around to 
fixing that broken gate 
Pa Kettle just never 
could, instead of going 
to town for no reason.

Churches are also 
getting the idea, as the 
pulpit has often been 
moved outdoors, and 
your favorite pew is now 
in your car or truck, as 
sermons are delivered by 
public address systems,  
including bullhorns.

With spring breaks 
elongated and sports 
canceled for the school 
year’s remainder, some 
families are taking to 
nature for fun and edu-
cation, which often pro-
vide for a sort of custom-
ary social distancing.

Etiquette for some 
rural outdoor activities 
customarily provides for 
social distancing.

These would include 
walking a few yards 
apart when mushroom 
hunting to maximize 
the area each person 
can scan; maintaining a 
safe distance from other 
anglers to prevent line 

tangling and accidental-
ly hooking others; and 
distance kept in all kinds 
of hunting to maintain 
safety practices with 
firearms, bow or gigs.

Mayor Ricky Kreger 
and town staffers have 
made social distancing a 
part of paying Ravia util-
ity bills, including dig-
ital payment option by 
credit/debit card at bill-
pay.ubmaxonline.com; 
the old night deposit slot  
to the south (left) of the 
town hall front door, on 
the wall; and the town 
hall lobby, which is open 
and secured during reg-
ular business hours with 
a plexiglass barrier at 
the pay window to allow 
transitions while min-
imizing exposure be-
tween payers and town 
staff.

Ravia’s National 
Weather Service based 
forecast summary: Ex-
pect very nice tempera-
tures with highs in the 
80s today (Thursday)
and Friday, and over-
night Thursday in the 
mid–60s. Friday night, 
a cooling trend moves in 
with rain probable, and 
dropping daytime temps 

to around 70 degrees 
with lows into the 40s 
until Monday, when rain 
enters into the forecast 
again.

The Ravia Senior 
Citizens Center regular 
dinner on Thursdays at 
the Ravia Community 
Center remains closed 
for  COVID-19 precau-
tions until further notice.

You can inform the 
Ravia area community 
of important news and 
upcoming events with 
a call to 371-0275, or 
e-mail at ravia.news@
gmail.com with details.

The deadline for registered 
voters to change their party affil-
iation for the upcoming statewide 
primary and runoff primary elec-
tions is March 31, State Election 
Board Secretary Paul Ziriax said 
this week.

By statute, changing party af-
filiation is not allowed from April 
1 through Aug. 31. All requests to 
change party affiliation submitted 
after March 31 will be processed 
September 1.

Voters can change their par-
ty affiliation online using the OK 
Voter Portal at elections.ok.gov 

or by completing a new Oklaho-
ma Voter Registration Applica-
tion and mailing it to their County 
Election Board. 

Applications can be download-
ed at elections.ok.gov. Applica-
tions are also available at County 
Election Boards, most tag agen-
cies, post offices and libraries.

Oklahoma has a modified 
closed primary system. In order to 
vote in a party’s primary or runoff 
primary, you must be a registered 
voter of that party. 

However, the law allows par-
ties to open their primaries and 

runoff primaries to Independents 
every two years, by notifying the 
secretary of the State Election 
Board. 

The Democratic Party is cur-
rently allowing Independent vot-
ers to participate in its primaries 
and runoff primaries in 2020 and 
2021. 

Republican and Libertarian 
primaries and runoff primaries 
will remain closed.

For questions, contact your 
County Election Board or the 
State Election Board at (405) 521-
2391 or info@elections.ok.gov.

Party affiliation change deadline nears
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Taking a high dose of icosapent ethyl—a pure 
and stable prescription form of the omega-3 

fatty acid known as EPA—significantly 
reduces the occurrence of first, subsequent 
and total ischemic events, including heart 
attacks, strokes and related deaths, among 
people at high cardiovascular risk despite 

already being on statin therapy, according to 
research presented at the American College of 
Cardiology’s 68th Annual Scientific Session.

***
A new study published in Science 

Translational Medicine has found that the vast 
majority of the most frequently prescribed 

medications in the U.S. contain at least one 
ingredient capable of causing an adverse 

reaction. Known as inactive ingredients, these 
components are added to improve the taste, 

shelf-life, absorption and other 
characteristics of a pill, but the authors found 

that more than 90 percent of all oral 
medications tested contained at least one 

ingredient that can cause allergic or 
gastrointestinal symptoms in sensitive 

individuals. Such ingredients include lactose, 
peanut oil, gluten and chemical dyes. 

***
Between 15 and 20 percent of breast 

cancer patients have the HER2-positive 
variety, for which the most effective treatment 
is the chemotherapy drug trastuzumab, sold 

under the brand name Herceptin. But 
trastuzumab also causes more heart problems 

than other breast cancer drugs; about 15 
percent of patients taking it will develop 
cardiac dysfunction, likely because of a 
genetic predisposition. The side effects 

include a reduction in the amount of blood the 
heart pumps with each contraction and, less 
commonly but more seriously, heart failure. 

Except for quitting trastuzumab, there 
currently is no treatment for the side effects. A 

study published online in March 2019 in 
Circulation has found that AMPK activators, a 
class of medications that includes metformin, 

a drug commonly used to treat Type 2 
diabetes, may mitigate these side effects.

Presented as a service to the community by

Sooner Pharmacy
101 S. Byrd

Tishomingo, OK 

(580) 371-9509
Scotty Black, Pharmacist

Sooner 
Pharmacy

Good
Health
Tips

As recommended by the CDC 
and the local officials and due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, 
The Indie Cinema will remain 

“temporarily” closed 
until further notice. 

We will see you soon.

Thank you for understanding, 

Justin & Stephanie Murray

Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

Tishomingo’s Daughters
The Tishomingo’s Daughters meeting sched-

uled for 7 p.m. today (Thursday), March 26, at the 
United Church of Tishomingo has been canceled, 
in order to comply with the current recommenda-
tion that there be no gatherings of more than 10 
people due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lions Club Meetings Canceled
Tishomingo Lions Club President Woody 

Jumper has announced that the club will not 
meet at noon on Wednesdays as usual, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, until at least April 15, at 
which time the situation will be reassessed for fu-
ture meetings.

Chickasaw Events Canceled
The Chickasaw Nation has announced that 

events scheduled for March 14-20 have been can-
celed due to concerns regarding the COVID-19 
outbreak. These events include the Three Sisters 
Celebration; National Learn About Butterflies 
Day; and Genealogy Day. A full list of cancella-
tions and closings is available online and will be 
updated as needed at: https://www.chickasaw.net/
Our-Nation/Community/COVID-19/Cancella-
tions-and-Closings.aspx.

Deadline for all Community Calendar items 
is noon on Tuesday. Announcements for 
Wednesday events should be published 
the week before the event takes place. 
Community Calendar items can NOT 

run for two consecutive weeks.

johnstoncountyokchamber.com

Response team formed
to assist county seniors

Jordyn Frazier
JCCC Executive Director

Chamber NewsChamber News
The Johnston County Chamber 

of Commerce has partnered with IN-
CA-RSVP, Johnston County Emer-
gency Management, Our Neigh-
bor’s Cupboard and Complete Home 
Health to form the Johnston County 
COVID-19 Response Team. 

Social distancing can prove iso-
lating at times, especially for those in 
our communities who are less mobile 
or who otherwise might live alone. 

Throughout Johnston County, 
we have a lot of older residents who 
have mobility issues or are on a fixed 
income, and we are hoping to bridge 
the gap between those seniors who 
are isolated by reaching out and sup-
plying emergency care packages. 

Our goal is to improve condi-
tions as social distancing measures 
ramp up, while empty shelves have 
left some struggling to get what they 
need.

As people flock to stores to load 
up on essential items during the 
worsening outbreak, the Johnston 
County COVID-19 Response Team 
has organized to help seniors who 
can’t line up themselves. 

Help us help the most vulnerable 
by donating the following to fill care 
packages for seniors: Diabetic sup-
plies, canned meat, soup, toiletries, 
hygiene products, disinfectant, hand 
sanitizer, lotion, crossword and word 
search books, and adult coloring 
books and crayons. 

Also, disposable flashlights, tea 
light candles, paper towels, toilet pa-
per, tissues, soap, detergent tablets, 
cough drops, cereal or protein bars, 
peanut butter, jam, snack crackers, 
instant oatmeal packages, raisins, 
snack-size bag treats, trash liners, 
and letters of encouragement or 

greeting cards, etc.
Items may be dropped off at 

INCA, located at 202 S. Capitol 
Street in Tishomingo, or Sooners 
Grocery.

INCA-RSVP Senior Corps has 
created a hotline to answer ques-
tions that seniors or those with 
disabilities may have concerning 
COVID-19; direct them to vital 
resources available through com-
munity partners; and provide them 
with emergency care packages as 
needed. 

The hotline, which can be 
reached at (580) 308-1809, will 
be in operation Monday through  
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with 
voice message after hours.

Please watch the Johnston 
County Chamber of Commerce 
Facebook page for updates regard-
ing open/closed businesses and ser-
vices of our members. 

Just a reminder that the annual 
banquet, Itchin’ To Have A Fun Fri-
day, and Women’s Biz events have 
been postponed until further notice. 
Also, fill out the Census.

I am working from home and 
am focused on keeping you in-
formed. 

Please let me know if you need 
anything. Call 371-2175, or e-mail 
johsntoncountychamber@gmail.
com. 

“When we give cheerfully 
and accept gratefully, everyone is 
blessed.” - Maya Angelou

The statewide candi-
date filing period begins 
at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 8, Johnston County 
Election Board Secretary 
B.J. Wheaton announced 
this week.

Wheaton told the 
Johnston County Senti-
nel on Monday that the 
three-day filing period 
begins on April 8 and 
runs through Friday, 
April 10. 

Filing will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. all 
three days.

“The deadline for 
filing as a candidate is 
5 p.m. Friday, April 10, 
no exceptions,” Wheaton 
said.

She added that candi-
dates for state office will 
file with the State Elec-
tion Board Secretary in 
Oklahoma City. Candi-

dates for county offices 
will file at the Johnston 
County Election Board 
Office, located at 705 
West Main Street in 
Tishomingo.

The following county 
offices are scheduled to 
be filled this year: 

• Johnston County 
Commissioner District 
No. 2, now held by Mike 
Thompson;

• Johnston County 
Sheriff, now held by Jon 
Smith;

• Johnston County 
Court Clerk, now held by 
Cassandra Slover; and

• Johnston Coun-
ty Clerk, now held by 
Kathy Ross.

Filing information 
and filing packets are 
available at the County 
Election Board office, or 
online at www.elections.

ok.gov.
Due to the onset of 

COVID-19 virus and so-
cial distancing, Wheaton 
said, those wishing to file 
as candidates should feel 
free to call her office at 
371-3670 to request that 
a filing packet be mailed 
to them.

The requirements for 
all official county posi-
tions are included in the 
filing packet, along with 
the requirements for the 
filing fee, which must 
be a cashier’s check 
or money order from a 
banking facility. 

The cashier’s check 
or money order should 
be made out to: Secre-
tary, Johnston County 
Election Board.

The filing packet may 
be mailed to the follow-
ing address: Johnston 
County Election Board, 
705 W. Main Street, 
Tishomingo OK 73460. 

The filing packet 
must be received at the 
Election Board office on 
April 8, April 9 or April 
10, between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m.

“Incomplete filing 
packets or packets re-
ceived after 5 p.m. on 
April 10 cannot be ac-
cepted,” Wheaton said.

Regular office hours 
at the Election Board are 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

“If you call after 3 
p.m., please leave a mes-
sage and an Election 
Board official will return 
your call as soon as pos-
sible,” Wheaton said.

A 34-year-old Mil-
burn woman faces the 
possibility of up to seven 
years in prison and a fine 
of up to $100,000 after 
being charged with a fel-
ony count of trafficking 
in illegal drugs.

According to doc-
uments on file at the 
Johnston County Court 
Clerk’s office, the charge 
against Jerri Dawn Mill-
er stems from a March 
10 incident in which she 
was allegedly in posses-
sion of approximately 21 
grams of methamphet-
amine.

An affidavit by Un-
dersheriff Gary Dodd 
of the Johnston County 
Sheriff’s Department 
states that Dodd and 
Deputy Gabriel Alexan-
der were conducting a 
traffic stop at the inter-
section of Mansion Road 
and Brushy Road when 
Dodd observed a small 
red car traveling east and 
approaching their loca-
tion.

The affidavit states 
that the car swerved into 

the westbound lane, al-
most hitting the vehicle 
involved in the traffic 
stop. It then swerved 
back into its own lane 
and drove in the ditch 
on the south side of the 
road. 

Dodd reported that 
he approached the vehi-
cle and motioned for the 
driver, identified as Mill-
er, to stop. According 
to the affidavit, Miller 
exhibited signs of being 
under the influence of 
methamphetamine and 
was asked to exit the ve-
hicle.

A vaping device was 
found in the vehicle, 
which was field-tested 
and showed a positive 
presumptive test for 
meth, according to the 
affidavit.

Also reported to have 
been found in the vehicle 
were several small un-
used plastic bags; a set of 
working digital scales; 
and 11 plastic bags con-
taining a white crystal 
substance which also 
field-tested positive for 

meth.
According to the af-

fidavit, Miller told in-
vestigators that she was 
selling meth in order to 
make money. 

The affidavit states 
she told deputies that she 
had spent her income tax 
money to bond a friend 
out of jail in Atoka 
County, and was trying 
to make back the mon-
ey before her husband 
found out.

Miller was taken into 
custody and transported 
to the Johnston County 
Jail. During her initial 
appearance in Johnston 
County District Court on 
March 18, Associate Dis-
trict Judge Laura Corbin 
set bond at $75,000 and 
scheduled a status hear-
ing for April 6 at 10 a.m.

A preliminary hear-
ing date is expected to 
be set at that time. Miller 
was still being held in the 
county jail at last report.

Court documents 
show she has also been 
charged with three relat-
ed misdemeanor counts.

Milburn woman accused of
trafficking in illegal drugs

Charge filed against homeless man
A man identified 

in court records as be-
ing homeless has been 
charged with a felony 
count of protective or-
der violation in Johnston 
County District Court.

The court documents 
state that the charge 
against 51-year-old 
George Edwin Baken 
stem from a March 11 
incident in which Baken 
refused to leave the res-
idence of a Tishomingo 
woman. 

Baken made his ini-
tial appearance in John-
ston County District 
Court on March 18. As-
sociate District Judge 
Laura Corbin set bond at 
$50,000 and scheduled a 
status hearing in the case 
for April 27 at 9 a.m.

A preliminary hear-
ing date is expected to 
be set at that time. Baken 

was still being held in the 
county jail at last report.

If convicted Baken 
faces a possible sen-

tence of imprisonment 
for one to three years, 
and/or a fine of $2,000 to 
$10,000.
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Tishomingo Senior Citizens Center MenusTishomingo Senior Citizens Center Menus
601 West Main, Tishomingo • 371-9116601 West Main, Tishomingo • 371-9116

YOU EARNED IT, WE’LL HELP YOU KEEP IT.  $$$

Farm, Individual, Small and Corp. Business Tax Filings 
Call Beverly at (918) 381-7548 or set up a free consult 
on INTEGRITYTAXOK.COM
 • Accurate Tax Filings
 • Maximized Deductions
 • Fast Return Credits

Specializes in the Cannabis Industry

Integrity Accounting and Tax, LLC
Tishomingo, OK 

Itax1040@icloud.com

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-6:00pm – Friday 7:30am-11:30am (Walk-in only)

Call for an appointment. Fees due at the time of service.
Locations:

610 E. 24th Street * Tishomingo * OK * (580) 371-2343
107 E. Post Street * Coalgate * OK * (580) 927-2828 
1556 S. Virginia Ave.* Atoka * OK * (580) 889-4746
21 North Main  *  Kingston  *  OK  *  (580)-564-7885
www.fhcso.org www.facebook.com/fhcso

Tishomingo Pharmacy Drive-Thru Services
All prescriptions need to be picked up 

through the pharmacy drive-thru 
located on the west side of the building. 
Enter from Muldrow St., taking the 2nd

entrance into the back parking lot. 
Please do not try to turn around in this 

lot.  Exit the drive-thru on 24th St. 

FHCSO Patients - Medical Services
We ask that you please call your location 

site from your vehicle when you arrive 
for your scheduled appointment. We 

will check you in and call you when the 
provider is ready to see you.

offices without consult-
ing with the commis-
sioners.

During that meet-
ing, the commissioners 
spoke to Johnston Coun-
ty Health Department 
Director Mindy Spohn 
by phone to obtain the 
most current information 
regarding possible local 
cases of the coronavirus. 

Spohn heads up 
health department oper-
ations for the Oklahoma 
State Health Depart-

ment’s District 8, which 
includes Carter, Love, 
Murray, Marshall, John-
ston, Pontotoc, Garvin, 
Jefferson and Stephens 
counties.

In response to a 
question from Hallmark 
regarding rumors of a 
confirmed positive case 
of COVID-19 in Carter 
County, Spohn stated 
that as of that moment, 
there were still no con-
firmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 anywhere 

within the nine-county 
OSDH District 8 area.

But Spohn also con-
ceded that information 
regarding confirmed 
local cases could be 
“skewed” by limited 
COVID-19 testing in the 
area. She stated that the 
national supply of re-
agents needed to create 
the tests for the entire 
country are only made by 
two companies.

“They cannot keep up 
with the demand, so our 
ability to test right now is 
limited,” Spohn said.

She added that the 
basic message regard-
ing reducing the spread 
of the disease - social 
distancing and good hy-
giene, especially hand 
washing - is unchanged.

“We should be taking 
these precautions very 
seriously,” Spohn said. 
She added that Mercy 
Hospital in Tishomingo 
has expressed interest 

in setting up an outdoor 
triage area for handling 
patients who may have 
the virus, and is working 
with Johnston County 
Emergency Management 
Director Jason Bryant to 
look into that possibility.

Spohn also stated that 
residents with questions 
about the pandemic can 
visit a website that has 
been set up by the Okla-
homa State Department 
of Health: coronavirus.
health.ok.gov.

Also during last 
Thursday’s meeting, 
Lea Anne Gray of the 
Johnston County EMS 
told the commissioners 
that JCEMS has enacted 
a temporary emergen-
cy policy regarding the 
transfer of local patients 
to other hospitals across 
the state.

Gray said JCEMS 
will only be transfer-
ring patients within a 
60-mile radius. The one 
exception will be re-
quested transfers to OU 
Children’s Hospital in 

Oklahoma City, which 
Gray indicated will be 
assessed on a case-by-
case basis.

She said the policy 
has been enacted to bet-
ter protect the health of 
JCEMS employees, add-
ing that other ambulance 
services have enacted 
similar policies. The 
commissioners said they 
agreed with the policy.

During this week’s 
meeting, the commis-
sioners voted 3-0 to ap-
prove an amendment 
to the county’s existing 
road agreement with Al-
lete Clean Energy as part 
of the current wind farm 
construction project in 
northern Johnston Coun-
ty.

Clement’s motion 
called for the commis-
sioners’ action to be con-
tingent upon approval 
of Associate District At-
torney Fern Smith, who 
will be asked to review 
the amended agreement. 

A team with the wind 

farm project told the 
commissioners Monday 
that the amended plan 
calls for the construction 
of two temporary jump 
bridges on Stinson Road, 
to better enable heavy 
equipment to move in 
and out of the construc-
tion zone without dam-
aging the existing bridg-
es.

The commissioners 
also voted Monday to 
accept a quote provided 
by OG&E for the place-
ment of LED lighting 
in the Johnston County 
Jail and Sheriff’s Office 
complex.

The project, funded 
through a special pro-
gram, calls for OG&E to 
pay the bulk of the instal-
lation cost - $12,266.10, 
according to the figures 
announced by the com-
missioners Monday. The 
remaining $1,363 would 
be paid by the county.

Hallmark’s motion to 
accept the bid was sec-
onded by Clements and 
passed by a 3-0 vote.

Courthouse Continued from Page 2

To further aid in 
slowing the spread of 
COVID-19, Mercy Hos-
pital Tishomingo has an-
nounced a new update to 
the visitation policies. 

Effective March 23, 
Mercy Hospital will no 
longer allow visitors for 
adult patients as part of 
our next critical step in 
keeping patients and 
co-workers safe. There 
will be a few areas with 
exceptions:

• Patients under 
age 18 will be allowed a 
parent/guardian;

• Patients who re-
quire assistance for cog-

nitive or mental health 
support may have one 
visitor; and

• Trauma, palli-
ative care and hospice 
will be addressed on a 
case-by-case basis. 

The screening poli-
cies in place will contin-
ue, and those visiting in 
the areas where it is per-
mitted will need to meet 
the following criteria:

• Visitors must be 
16 years or older; 

• Visitors must be 
fever-free; and

• Visitors must be 
cough-free. 

“The safety of our 

patients, co-workers 
and visitors is most im-
portant,” Lori McMillin, 
administrator of Mercy 
Hospital Tishomingo, 
said. 

“The decision to fur-
ther change our visita-
tion policy was not made 
lightly, but we need to 
continue preventing the 
spread of COVID-19.” 

The visitation policy 
changes are temporary. 
Hospital services will 
not be impacted. 

Additional informa-
tion is available at mer-
cy.net/covid19.

Mercy Hospital Tishomingo 
increases visitor protections

Bible Verse of the Week:
"Then Jesus said, 

‘Let’s go off by ourselves 
to a quiet place 

and rest awhile.‘”
(Mark 6:31, NLT)
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Johnston County MilestonesJohnston County Milestones

FUNERAL Home

(580) 371-2338

Joe DeArman      Owner/Funeral Director
Chelsey Van Horn        Funeral Director
Kim Clark    Secretary

305 E Main
Tishomingo, OK 73460

clarkfuneralservice.net

DeArman - CLARK

We are glad to say our funeral home owns all necessary 
equipment for any funeral or cremation service your 

family chooses.
When you place your trust in DeArman - Clark Funeral 

Home your loved one never leaves facilities owned by 
our funeral home and never leaves the care of our staff.

Please compare our staff, services, facilities and 
merchandise anywhere.

(We will gladly meet or beat any local 
competitor’s prices.)

Thank You
We want to express sincere thankfulness and appreciation to our 

friends and community for the outpouring of love, generosity and 
support you’ve shown during the passing of our beloved 

Alma Scribner Houser.

Our thanks to Rev. Joel Thompson, Rev. Marsha Purtell and 
Dustin Rowe for speaking at the memorial service and for 

offering such comforting words. We also are so grateful to the 
singers from the Fillmore Nazarene Church for your beautiful 

songs, and to Becky Wyatt for providing the 
wonderful music for the service.

We also want to express our deepest gratitude to Rev. Cordell 
Hines for providing the use of the First Assembly of God for the 

service. We also offer a sincere thank you to members of the First 
United Methodist Church for hosting a delicious lunch for our 

family.

We appreciate and cherish the calls, cards, visits and food given 
to our family during Alma’s stay in the hospital, and the kindness 
shown to our family after her passing. We  also are grateful for the 
donations made in her honor to Reaching Out. Thank you all for 

the love, prayers, compassion and words of encouragement you’ve 
offered to our family during this time.

Sincerely,
The Alma Scribner Houser Family

James Alan Smith Sr.
TISHOMINGO – Pri-

vate family services for 
James Alan Smith Sr. were 
held Wednesday, March 
25, at Tishomingo Fu-
neral Home.  Due to the 
COVID-19 virus, a public 
memorial service will be 
held at a later date. The son 
of Tommie Gale Smith and 
the late Elizabeth Ambroski 
Smith, he was born Sept. 26, 1960, in Toledo, Ohio, 
and died March 21, 2020, in Oklahoma City.   

He moved from Ohio to Oklahoma City at an ear-
ly age, and married Teresa Lawton in Independence, 
Mo., on Jan. 21, 1989. 

He was employed with the Environmental Ser-
vices department of the Choctaw Nation at his time 
of death.  He previously worked for Chickasaw Na-
tion Laundry and Transportation and Scott Pet Foods, 
and was employed as a truck driver.  

Survivors include his wife, Teresa Smith of the 
home; his father, Tommie Smith and wife Jodi of 
Lee's Summit, Mo.; his sons, James Alan Smith Jr. of 
Tishomingo and Levi Jacob Smith and wife Wenona 
of Milburn; his daughters, Nicole Smith of Edmond, 
and Billiejean Sue Smith Williams of Boswell; two 
brothers, Brian Ambroski and wife Jonna and Kevin 
Smith, all of Toledo, Ohio; a sister, Dionne Keister 
and husband John of Toledo, Ohio; and a grandson.

Services were held under the direction of Tishom-
ingo Funeral Home.

ObituariesObituaries

Graveside services 
to honor the life of Or-
ville Benton were held 
at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
March 23, at Troy Cem-
etery. Family hour was 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 22, at 
DeArman-Clark Funeral 
Home in Tishomingo.

Orville Eugene Ben-
ton, 90, passed from this life on March 18, 2020, 
at Baylor Medical Center in Dallas, Texas. Orville 
was born Jan. 6, 1930, to Glenn and Ethel Gilreath 
Benton. 

He spent his years growing up in Johnston 
County and was a graduate of Ravia High School. 
He married the love of his life, Dois Kathleen 
Peden, on Sept. 15, 1950, at Pettijohn Springs 
near Russett. Three beautiful children, a multitude 
of grandchildren and 69 wonderful years of mar-
riage followed. 

Orville proudly served our country in the Unit-
ed States Marines during the Korean War from 
1952 to 1954. He was the jack-of-all-trades when 
it came to building things; furniture, little trinkets 
and hope chests for all his grandchildren were 
his absolute favorites. Later in life, he became a 
bookworm and even made a bookcase to display 
all of his books; Louis L’amour and “Longarm” 
westerns were a few of his favorites. 

He adored watching his grandchildren play 
their ball games, and was always their biggest 
supporter and number one fan. He was a lov-
ing husband, caring father and the best grandpa 
around; he will be missed by all the lives he had 
the chance of impacting in his 90 years on this 
earth.

Orville was preceded in death by his parents, 
Glenn and Ethel Benton; two sisters; a brother; 
and a granddaughter.

Those he leaves to cherish his memories are his 
beautiful bride of 69 years, Dois Peden; his daugh-
ters, Sheryl West and husband James and Ladon-
na Cook and husband Ed, and son Larry Benton; 
his grandchildren, Kristi Bradley, Jamie Vernon, 
Brice West, Kaylea Billings, Audrea Dickerson 
and LaNeill Cook; his great-grandchildren, Bai-
ley Miller, Rylee Hughes, Kenlea Vernon, Preslee 
Vernon, Houston Vernon, Roxanne Dickerson and 
James Dickerson; his step-grandchildren, Austin 
Vernon, Brock Bradley, Taylor Taylor and Harley 
Henry; and a host of nieces, nephews and friends 
who will deeply miss him.

Services were entrusted to DeArman-Clark 
Funeral Home. Family and friends may leave 
online memorials and condolences at www.dear-
manfuneralhome.com.

Orville Benton

Paid ObituaryPaid Obituary

Rosalva Alvarez 
Rainey, 90, of Tishom-
ingo, Okla., died from 
complications of surgery 
on March 18, 2020, at 
Oklahoma Heart Hospi-
tal North in Oklahoma 
City, Okla. She was born 
Sept. 3, 1929, in Saltillo, 
Mexico, to Rev. Antonio 
G. Alvarez and Juventina 
Alvarez Caballero.

At the age of 12 she became a student at a pri-
vate school in south Texas, Presbyterian Panamer-
ica.  She attended Oklahoma Presbyterian College 
in Durant, Okla., where she met her future hus-
band, Dr. Bill G.“Buck” Rainey. They were mar-
ried Dec. 26, 1951, and he passed away on March 
19, 2009.

She earned her Master’s of Education degree 
and was a Home Economics teacher at Murray 
State College for decades. She also taught English 
and Spanish in secondary public schools for many 
years; her last appointment was at Sulphur High 
School, from which she retired in 1990.

She enjoyed shopping, cooking and homemak-
ing, and was a member of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Tishomingo since the early 1950s.

Rosalva lived life to its fullest on her own 
terms.  She was fiercely independent and passion-
ate about the care of her paraplegic husband, for 
whom she was the caregiver for 19 years.  She 
loved her children and their spouses uncondition-
ally.  She loved to travel, was a vocal and unapol-
ogetic Democrat, and spoke English and Spanish 
fluently.

She was preceded in death by her parents, An-
tonio G. Alvarez and Juventina Alvarez Caballero; 
her husband, Dr. Bill G. “Buck” Rainey; and six 
siblings, Oscar Alvarez, Jorge Alvarez, Mario Al-
varez, Homero Alvarez, Rene Alvarez and Emma 
Alvarez Brady.

Survivors include two siblings, Laura Alvarez 
Wheeler of Fort Worth, Texas, and Yolanda Alva-
rez Reid of Lake Kiowa, Texas; her sons, Rex and 
daughter-in-law Debra Rainey of Odessa, Texas, 
Tim Rainey of Tishomingo, and Ken Layne Rain-
ey and son-in-law J. Michael Lee, M.D., of Indian 
Wells, Calif.;  her grandchildren  Flash Rainey of 
Odessa, Texas, Gunner Rainey of Odessa, Texas, 
and Skylar Rainey Young of Marietta, Okla.; her 
great-grandchildren, Randi Young and Weston 
Young, both of Marietta; her loyal pet and com-
panion, Ladybug, now residing in Indian Wells, 
Calif.; and dozens of nieces and nephews in Okla-
homa and Mexico.

Services are pending with DeArman-Clark 
Funeral Home in Tishomingo. Memorial gifts 
may be made to First United Methodist Church of 
Tishomingo.

Rosalva Alvarez Rainey

Paid ObituaryPaid Obituary

Coleman School recently announced its 
honorees as March’s Wildcats of the Month 
and Staff Member of the Month. Pictured 
left to right are (back row) Roxie Nation, 
Persefanie Garcia, Peayton Jones and Jamie 
Marak; (front row) Kaylynn McReynolds, 
Brent Barnett and Avery Abraham.

Wildcats of the Month

The Chikasha Pe-
hlichi Ikbi “Creating 
Chickasaw Leaders” 
Youth Leadership pro-
gram (CPI) recently 
attended the Close Up 
Foundation’s annual 
American Indian Youth 
Summit in Washington, 
D.C.

During the summit, 
CPI youth leaders had 
the opportunity to en-
gage in workshops with 
others from different 
tribal communities. 

They discussed the 
most pressing issues fac-
ing their areas; discov-
ered the historic relation-
ship between tribes and 
the U.S. government; 
and explored current is-
sues impacting Indian 
Country. 

They also created 
tribal action initiatives 
to address concerns and 
present to tribal leaders, 
political experts and pol-
icymakers.

CPI youth leaders 
attended the National 
Congress of American 
Indians’ Tribal Nations 
Policy Summit where 
they met with political 
experts and tribal lead-
ers.

The Chickasaw Na-
tion CPI youth program 
provides future lead-
ers with the opportuni-
ty to obtain leadership 
and cultural knowledge 
through a 10-month, age 
appropriate project. 

During the six-day 

Chickasaw students
attend youth summit

summit, First American 
youth developed the 
skills and attitudes to 
become active citizens 
in their tribes and com-
munities. 

The East Central 
University Black Alum-
ni Association recently 
honored lifetime educa-
tor and ECU alum Don-
nie Nero with its presti-
gious Trailblazer award 
as part of the program 
for the annual Louise 
Young Diversity Lecture 
on campus.

A native of Spencer, 
Nero graduated from 
Dunjee High School in 
1967. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in educa-
tion from ECU in 1971. 

Nero earned his mas-
ter’s degree in educa-
tional administration in 
1977 and his doctorate in 
occupational and adult 
education in 1993, both 
from Oklahoma State 
University (OSU).

Nero progressed 
through the ranks at Tul-
sa Community College 
to become Provost of the 
TCC Southeast Campus. 

In 2016, Nero com-
pleted two terms as chair 
of the Office of Juvenile 
Affairs. 

Nero named Trailblazer

Want to promote your 
business but working 

on a tight budget? 
We can help! 
Call 371-0275 

to advertise here.
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Crime NewsCrime News

Muniz pleads guilty in manslaughter case

  
 

Johnston County BlotterJohnston County Blotter
The following cases were 

filed in the Johnston County 
Court Clerk’s office in Tishom-
ingo during the week of March 
13-19.

These are only cases filed, 
and do not indicate guilt or in-
nocence on the part of the de-
fendant.

Court records are a matter 
of public record, and are pub-
lished in the Johnston County 
Sentinel as a public service.

Felonies
Kelvin Glenn Cannon - As-

sault and battery on a police of-
ficer.

George Baken - Protective 
order violation.

Jerri Dawn Miller - Traffick-
ing in illegal drugs.

Jaime Scott Rocha - Burglary 
in the first degree.

 Misdemeanors
Kelvin Glenn Cannon - Ob-

structing an officer.
Isaiah Lloyd Watson - Public 

intoxication.
Jerri Dawn Miller - Posses-

sion of drug paraphernalia; ob-
structing an officer; public intox-
ication.

Dominik Michael Jarman - 
Possession of marijuana.

Klowy Nikole Kelly - Pos-
session of marijuana.

Traffic
Jordan Elizabeth Logan, Du-

rant - Speeding, 75/65.
Dominik Michael Jarman, 

Durant - Failure to carry security 
verification form.

April Dawn Davis, Kingston 
- Failure to properly wear seat 
belt.

Danny Flen Elwood, Madill - 
Speeding, 80/65.

Kailee Elizabeth Gaddis, 
Denison, Texas - Speeding, 
75/65.

Courtney L. Sellers, Ada - 
Speeding, 92/65.

Christopher Bernard Rose, 
Colleyville, Texas - Speeding, 
75/65.

Jessica Mae Hawthorne, Bri-
stow - Failure to comply with 
compulsory insurance law.

Emily Marian Darlene Mc-
Broom, Milburn - Failure to 
comply with compulsory insur-
ance law.

Skylar Storm Phillips, Celi-
na, Texas - Speeding, 75/65.

Wildlife
Gary E. Knight - Fishing 

without resident fishing license.

Civil
Farm Bureau Bank vs. San-

dra L. Bennett - Indebtedness.
Synchrony Bank vs. Melissa 

Ferguson - Indebtedness.
Portfolio Recovery Associ-

ates vs. Angela M. Torres - In-
debtedness.

 Small Claims
None.

Marriages
Hunter David Stanley, 20, 

Coleman, and Bailey Ann Bon-
ner, 21, Caddo.

Divorces
Kenne Warren Carroll vs. 

Kristina Sue Marie Carroll.

Police Phone LogPolice Phone Log

Sheriff’s Phone LogSheriff’s Phone Log

MONDAY, MARCH 16:
3:21 p.m. - Caller reporting theft.
4:32 p.m. - Caller reporting suicidal person.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17:
No calls recorded on log.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18:
3:36 p.m. - Medical call.
8:25 p.m. - Caller reporting vehicle in ditch.
10:59 p.m. - Caller reporting domestic.

THURSDAY, MARCH 19:
1:21 p.m. - Caller reporting dispute.
5:36 p.m. - Caller reporting threat.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20:
3:02 a.m. - Caller reporting deer hit.
4:13 p.m. - Animal control call.
8:42 p.m. - Caller reporting drug activity.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21:
8:59 a.m. - Alarm call.
4:01 p.m. - Caller reporting suspicious person.
8:31 p.m. - Caller reporting unwanted person.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22:
11:34 a.m. - Caller requesting welfare check.
12:17 p.m. - Caller reporting suspicious activity.
4:13 p.m. - Caller requesting welfare check.
4:59 p.m. - Alarm call.
10:23 p.m. - Caller reporting unwanted person.

MONDAY, MARCH 16:
9:40 p.m. - Caller in Tishomingo reporting
 suspicious vehicle. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17:
12:43 p.m. - Caller in Coleman reporting fraud.
4:04 p.m. - Caller in Reagan reporting
 unauthorized use.
8:04 p.m. - Caller in Tishomingo reporting 
 suspicious activity.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18:
1:01 a.m. - Caller in Milburn reporting
 suspicious vehicle.
6:00 a.m. - Medical call in Tishomingo.
9:48 a.m. - Caller in Ravia reporting domestic.
4:28 p.m. - Alarm call in Mannsville.
4:51 p.m. - Animal control call in Mannsville.
11:14 p.m. - Alarm call in Milburn.

THURSDAY, MARCH 19:
10:32 p.m. - Caller in Butcher Pen reporting 
 suspicious person.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20:
12:58 a.m. - Caller on South Luffy Chapel Raod 
 reporting unwanted person.
1:41 a.m. - Caller in Ravia reporting suicidal
 person.
10:57 a.m. - Caller in Ravia reporting threat.
1:21 p.m. - Caller in Milburn reporting dispute.
2:56 p.m. - Caller reporting theft, location not
 listed on log.
4:12 p.m. - Caller in Coleman reporting theft.                                                   

SATURDAY, MARCH 21:
12:09 a.m. - Caller on South Condon Grove 
 Lane reporting break-in.
9:58 a.m. - Alarm call on State Highway 48 
 south.
11:26 a.m. - Caller reporting theft, location not
 listed on log.
3:01 p.m. - Caller reporting vehicle accident on
 Highway 48 south of Wapanucka.
5:48 p.m. - Caller reporting suspicious person
 on Cheadle Road.
10:12 p.m. - Caller in Coleman requesting
 welfare check.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22:
4:53 p.m. - Medical call in Ravia.

A May sentencing 
date has been scheduled 
for a Tishomingo woman 
who recently pled guilty 
to charges of first degree 
manslaughter.

Documents on file 
show that  Krysta Renee 
Muniz entered the plea 
before District Judge 
Wallace Coppedge at the 
Johnston County Court-
house in Tishomingo on 
March 12. 

Court records show 
that Coppedge ordered 
a pre-trial investigation, 
and scheduled sentenc-
ing for May 7 at 11 a.m.

Muniz had been 
bound over for jury tri-
al during a preliminary 
hearing in May 2019. 
Court documentation 
related to the prelimi-
nary hearing stated that a 
state’s motion to amend 
the charges against Mu-
niz had been approved at 
that time.

The documents state 
that the state’s motion 
called for an amend-
ment of the information 
contained in the original 
charges, to include alter-
nate charges of first de-
gree manslaughter while 

driving under the influ-
ence by a person under 
21. 

According to a 
spokesperson for the 
Johnston County Court 
Clerk’s Office, Muniz 
pled guilty to the original 
charges against her.

Those charges were 
filed in connection with 
the June 2018 colli-
sion that resulted in the 
deaths of two passengers 
in her vehicle, as well as 
the driver of a second ve-
hicle. 

Muniz was taken 
into custody on Sept. 17, 
2018, after an arrest war-
rant was filed earlier that 
day. 

She was released on 
$50,000 bond later the 
same day.

As first reported in 
the June 21, 2018, edi-
tion of the Johnston 
County Sentinel, the 
collision occurred Satur-
day, June 16, at approxi-
mately 2:59 a.m. at State 
Highway 7 and Ten Acre 
Rock, five miles south of 
Mill Creek. 

According to a report 
released at the time by 
the Oklahoma Highway 

A Milburn couple 
charged last year in con-
nection with the death 
of their 3-month-old 
infant child is awaiting 
sentencing after both in-
dividuals entered guilty 
pleas in Johnston County 
District Court earlier this 
month.

Court records show 
that  Christopher Wayne 
Hairell, 37, and 33-year-
old Lindsay Allene Wolff 
appeared before District 
Judge Wallace Coppedge 
on March 12. Each had 
been charged with first 
degree murder in con-
nection with the child’s 
death.

According to court 
records, Wolff entered 
a blind plea to an al-
ternate charge of sec-
ond degree murder. The 
court records show that 
Coppedge accepted the 
plea and sentenced Wolff 
to 34 years with the 
Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections.

Court documents 
also show that Harrell 
pled guilty to first de-
gree murder and was 
given a life sentence by 
Coppedge.

As first reported in 
the July 11, 2019, issue of 

the Sentinel, the charges 
against Wolff and Harrell 
stemmed from an inves-
tigation that began when 
the Johnston County 
Sheriff’s Office received 
a call from Mercy Hospi-
tal in Tishomingo on the 
evening of July 2, 2019.

The hospital had re-
ported that an infant had 
been brought to the hos-
pital emergency room 
with apparent serious 
injuries. 

Officers from the 
Sheriff’s Office and the 
Tishomingo Police De-
partment responded to 
the hospital and began 
an investigation into the 
child’s injuries. 

Upon examination of 
the infant and discover-
ing life-threatening in-
juries, the medical staff 
transferred the child by 
medi-flight to an Okla-
homa City hospital. 

According to re-
ports, the infant’s inju-
ries occurred at least 20 
hours before the parents 
brought him to the hos-
pital to seek medical at-
tention. 

Sheriff Jon Smith 
told the Sentinel at the 
time that there were re-
ports of both marijuana 

and methamphetamine 
being used by both par-
ents at the time of the 
child’s injuries. 

Documents on file 
at the Johnston County 
Court Clerk’s office state 
that officers observed 
numerous injuries to the 
child, including bruising 
on the top of the head 
and under the left jaw-
line. The infant’s right 
eye was drooping, with 
the pupil dilated and un-
responsive. 

The documents also 
state that the child’s right 
leg was wrapped, and 
that hospital staff told in-
vestigators that the right 
femur was completely 
broken in half with bone 
fragments visible on the 
X-ray.

After the infant was 
airlifted to OU Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Okla-
homa City, it was de-
termined that the infant 
was also suffering from 
a traumatic brain injury, 
including hemorrhaging 
in the brain and anoxic 
brain injury caused by 
oxygen deprivation.

According to an af-
fidavit, the couple said 
that the baby’s injuries 
were accidental and 

Wolff told investigators 
that she and Hairell had 
been fighting the day be-
fore bringing the baby to 
the emergency room. 

Wolff reportedly said 
that, after grabbing the 
baby off the couch and 
walking outside, Hairell 
tripped over something 
and fell to the ground 
with the baby in his arms.

But the affidavit also 
cites a medical report 
received from OU Chil-
dren’s Hospital which 
clearly stated that the 
infant’s injuries were not 
accidental in nature. 

When questioned as 
to why they waited al-
most 20 hours to take 
the baby to the ER, the 
affidavit states, Hairell 
responded that they were 
afraid of getting into 
trouble.

The couple was ini-
tially arrested on sus-
picion of child abuse 
and violation of the 
Domestic Abuse Act in 
the presence of a minor, 
with bond being set at 
$750,000 each. 

Upon the infant’s 
death, bond was raised 
to $1,000,000 each and 
the first-degree murder 
charges were filed.

Guilty pleas entered in infant’s death

Patrol, Muniz’s 2006 
Lincoln Navigator was 
traveling south on the 
county road when it col-
lided with an eastbound 
2011 Chevrolet pickup in 
the intersection. 

Muniz was transport-
ed by Air-Evac helicopter 
to Texoma Medical Cen-
ter in Denison, Texas, 
where she was admitted 
in stable condition with 
head and arm injuries. 

Two passengers in 
her vehicle - Vernon W. 
Muniz, 46, and 30-year-
old Skye W. Wyrick, 
both of Tishomingo - 
were pronounced dead at 
the scene by Investigator 

John Miller of the Okla-
homa State Medical Ex-
aminer’s office.

The driver of the 
pickup, 20-year-old 
Chase Richard Pitmon 
of Mill Creek, was also 
pronounced dead at the 
scene, according to the 
OHP report. 

A third passenger 
in the Muniz vehicle, 
29-year-old Jessica N. 
Wilson of Tishomingo, 
was transported by Air-
Evac to the University 
of Oklahoma Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City 
with leg and internal in-
juries, according to the 
OHP report.

An April court date 
has been set in the case 
of a Connerville man 
charged with a felony 
count of burglary in the 
first degree.

Documents on file 
at the Johnston County 
Court Clerk’s office state 
that the charge against 
47-year-old Jamie Scott 
Rocha stems from a 
March 14 incident in 
which Rocha allegedly 
broke into a residence 
located at 313 Cypress 
Road in Connerville.

The court documents 
state that Rocha forcibly 
climbed through a win-
dow and entered the res-
idence without the con-
sent of its occupant. 

An affidavit by Dep-
uty Gabriel Alexander 
of the Johnston County 
Sheriff’s Department 
states that Alexander 

was dispatched to the 
scene after receiving a 
report that the occupant 
had locked herself in a 
room in an effort to stay 
away from Rocha.

According to the af-
fidavit, Trooper Colby 
Murray of the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol was the 
first officer to arrive at 
the scene and had sub-
dued Rocha by the time 
Alexander arrived. 

Rocha was transport-
ed to the Johnston Coun-
ty Jail and made his ini-
tial court appearance on 
March 18. 

Associate District 
Judge Laura Corbin set 
bond at $75,000 and 
scheduled a status hear-
ing in the case for April 
27 at 9 a.m.

A preliminary hear-
ing date is expected to be 
set at that time.

Burglary charge filed

An arrest warrant has 
been filed for a 55-year-
old Tishomingo man 
who is being sought on a 
felony charge of assault 
and battery on a police 
officer.

According to doc-
uments on file at the 
Johnston County Court 
Clerk’s office, the charge 
against Kelvin Glenn 
Cannon stem from alle-
gations that on or about 

Feb. 26 he grabbed Of-
ficer Kelly Perkinson of 
the Tishomingo Police 
Department by the arm 
and pushed him, injuring 
the officer’s hand.

If eventually con-
victed, Cannon faces the 
possibility of imprison-
ment for up to five years. 

He is also charged 
with a misdemeanor 
count of obstructing an 
officer.

Assault suspect sought
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THIS HOME HAS IT ALL! This 2-story/split level, log, 
frame home has approx. 2,000 sq. ft. and sits on 5 well 
groomed acres with a large pond. It has a kitchen, dining, 
laundry, 2 bed, 1 bath downstairs and 2 bed, 2 bath up-
stairs. CH&A. Closets and storage is not a problem with 
this one. Also it has 3 nice outbuildings. As if that’s not 
enough, there is a mobile home with personality plus, with 
all the amenities. Kitchen, dining, 2 bed, 1 bath, laundry. 
Could be a mother-in-law house or a rental. This option 
provides many opportunities both for business or simply 
guests. This property is a must see. Listed at $349,000. 
This showpiece has all the feel of country living but sits 
on the edge of city limits. Don’t miss out on this 5 acre 
showplace! 
CHARMING HISTORICAL 2 STORY HOME ON NORTH 
KEMP. 3 bdrm, 1 bath, frame, pier and beam foundation, 
CH&A, approx. 1,120 sq.ft. +/-, Hardwood and laminate 
flooring throughout, newly painted with new light fixtures, 
original solid wood interior doors, beautiful covered 
front porch with swing, French doors, carport, and lots 
of windows and storage. $69,000. Call Lela Barnes for 
your showing. (817) 408-0382.
ATTRACTIVE BRICK HOME WITH ATTACHED MOTH-
ER-INLAW- HOUSE. Main house has 3 bdrm., 2 baths, 
pier and beam foundation, CH&A, metal roofing, has 
approx. 1,392 sq. ft. of living area, covered front carport, 
kitchen appliances remain with house, Mother-in-Law 
haose has 2 bdrms., 1 bath, metal roofing, pier and 
beam foundation, approx. 816 sq. ft. There is an open 
covered breezeway connecting both houses. The 2 bdrm. 
could also be used as a rental property. The place has 
2 large city lots in Ponotoc, OK, covering 28,000 sq. ft. 
or 140x200. The property has 3 storage sheds. There 
is a 242 sq.ft. cinder block building that was a former 
beauty shop. Lots of possibilities with thus place. Asking 
only $125,000. Call Mike Lovett for your showing, (580) 
371-1720.
JUST ONE MILE FROM THE NEW CASINO IN WILLIS. 
3 bdrms., 1 and 3/4 bths., frame metal roof, beautiful tile 
flooring, ceiling fans, solid foundation, city water, septic 
tank, system, vaulted ceiling in living room, cathedral 
ceiling upstairs, laundry utility room, many other extra’s, 
set on approx. 1 acre, has older mobile homes, one used 
for storage and the other is rentable, two car garage, 
located at 5472 S. Hwy. 377. Asking $230,000. Call for 
your showing, (580) 371-9885
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY IN DOWNTOWN CON-
NERVILLE. Cement block building formaly a quick stop 
type of operation. 2 gas pumps, building has approx. 
1,064 sq. ft. in it, located next to Connerville Fire Dept., 
setting on 3 city lots, corber lot location fore easy access 
for customers, needs work on the inside and some on 
the outside, priced at only $50,000. Call for showing.
3 BDRM, 1 BTH. frame, metal roof, propane heat, window 
unit cooling, city utilities, approx. 1,257 sq.ft., enclosed 
back porch area, utility room, carport, fenced yard, large 
lot area, older frame shed, located in Bromide, OK, 308 
S. Main, asking $38,000, call for your showing.

306 W. Main • Tishomingo, OK  73460
SEIGEL PAUL HEFFINGTON, BROKER

OFFICE (580)-371-9885  CELL (580)-371-6405
FAX - (580)-371-9885

www.heffingtonrealty.com
email - seigelpaulheffington@yahoo.com

FACEBOOK -Heffington Realty
 SHERRY YOCHUM, Broker Associate (580) 579-5421

MIKE LOVETT, Sales Associate (580) 371-1720
LELA BARNES, Sales Associate/  (817) 408-0382

  EFFINGTO    
R E A L T YH          N

Sportsman’s Paradise - 350 Acres The ranch has 
been managed for several years for wildlife with 
established food plots.  There are six ponds on the 
ranch which have been stocked with bass and/or 
catfish. Because the property has been used for 
hunting primarily for the last several years the white-
tail deer, turkey and wild hogs are plentiful. There is 
rural water and electricity along with two equipment 
sheds, two solar water wells.  Asking $2,800 an acre.

Rental Property Three homes located at 605, 607 
and 609 Parkway, Tishomingo.  All 3 homes are be-
ing offered at an asking price of $85,000.  Seller may 
consider dividing the properties.  Great investment 
opportunity.Shown by appointment. 

Country Setting 1800 +/- sq ft brick home, 3 bdrm, 1 
3/4 bath, sitting on 2 acres.  There is a 20 x 25 patio 
with hot tub, large chain link fenced in backyard, a 30 
x 40 metal shop with office and bathroom, insulated. 
A 25 x 18 RV carport, with water, electricity and 
sewer hookup. 16 x 20 garage with equip, storage 
off two sides, 10 x 20 storage building and children's 
playhouse. A must see to appreciate everything this 
property has to offer.  1120 W. Oak Hill Lane, Tisho-
mingoAsking $250,000 Shown By Appointment only 

Country Comfort. This 3,000 +/- sq. ft. 5-bedroom, 
2 bath home sitting on 25 beautiful acres, has a lot 
to offer! Spacious bedrooms, large living, sunroom, 
country kitchen, CH&A, large deck, shop, 30x40 
barn, 3-car carport, pecan trees, beautiful stocked 
ponds. 4720 S. Wiley Road. Asking $265,000 re-
duced to $225,000.

315+/- acres with a 3 bdrm, 2 bath mobile home, 
livestock corrals, cellar, active wet weather creek 
with large granite outcroppings.  The deer, turkey 
and wild hogs are plentiful, and the property has 
3 ponds for the fisherman to enjoy. Asking $2,400 
per acre.

705 N. Kemp          Commercial Property 
Spacious 5000 +/- sq. ft. commercial building ready 
for business.   Five offices, restroom, garage and 
plenty of room for storage. Asking $192,000 reduced 
to $172,000.

2,300 sq. ft. brick, CH&A, large living room, 3 car 
carport, sitting on 110 +/- acres, cattle pens, loafing 
shed, feed silo and barn.   Live creek, pecan trees 
and more near Wapanucka.   Shown by appoint-
ment only. 

110+/- acres, Good hunting; deer, hogs and turkey. 
Approx. 6 miles East of Tishomingo. Asking 2,800 
per acre.

1315 W. Main • Tishomingo, Ok

Caren Atteberry, Broker
Office: (580) 371-3607

Carl Atteberry, Sales Associate
Cell: (580) 371-6078

Matt Sandmann, Sales Associate
Cell: (580) 775-3539

Linda Kreger, Sales Associate
Cell: (580) 257-0134

 
Check us out at  www.southerncomfortok.com 
or e-mail  southerncomfortrealty4@gmail.com.

We  have a new webpage and advertise on  
facebook.   

 We have buyers currently looking 
for property!  

Let us sell your property!

   Tishomingo Apart-
ments, Inc. has avail-
able units Section 8 
income-based housing 
for those who qualify. 
The apartments have 
effciency (0), one (1) 
and two (2) bedroom 
apartments with CHA, 
refigerator, range and 
carpet. A Utility Al-
lowance is dedeucted 
from your rent to as-
sist with the electric 
bill and  the Apartment 
Complex pays for the 
water and natural gas. 
Affordable housing for 
qualified income-based 
and disabled applicants 
located across from 
Murray State College.
   Applications are 
available at Tishomin-
go Apartments, 1100 
South Byrd, Tisho-
mingo, OK, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. In-
terested persons may 
call (580) 371-3372 
or write Tishomingo 
Apartments, Inc., 1100 
South Byrd Tishomin-
go, OK 73460. Appli-
cations will be mailed.
  Tishomingo Apart-
ments, Inc., does not 
discriminate on the 
basis of handicap sta-
tus in the admission or 
access to or treatment 
or employment in, its 
federally assisted pro-
grams and activities.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrim-
ination because of race, color, 
religion, sex handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or disri-
mination.”
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Call The 
Johnston 

County 
Sentinel 
at (580) 

371-0275 
to place a 
display or 
classified 

ad, or to 
subscribe. 

Credit 
card 

payments 
can be 

accepted 
over the 
phone.

Legal Notices

LPXLP

SOLD

2-bedroom, 2-bath, 
fenced backyard, 
very clean, locat-
ed at 404 N. Kemp. 
$725/mo, $725 de-
posit. Call (580) 
836-7171. (TFN-S1/9/20)

___________

FOR RENT

EASY ESCAPE!  Located on 10 beautiful acres is this 
cedar home. Features 3B/1B/2, 1/2B, cathedral ceiling, 
rock fp, new stainless appliance, sunroom, garage, & deck. 
3 barns, shop, utility bldg., pond, granite outcropping, & 
good fencing. 1700 W. Blue River Rd. $229,000 
SOMETHING ENTICING! Old service station includes 
5 lots with highway frontage.  This is an opportunity to 
open restaurant or business.
200 W. Grand, Ravia $25,000. 
CATCH OF THE DAY! Private setting offers 3B/2B 
brick, master has jetted tub, screened porch, + detached 
garage. 3s tall barn w/tack room, fenced with pond. 406 S 
8th, Milburn $80,000 
SMALL TOWN SPIRIT! Very cute & cozy, 2006 
Modular home features 3B/2B, open concept, ch&a,  
Large back yard. 105 W. 2nd St., Wapanucka $58,000 
YOU BELONG HERE!  This brick home offers 3B/2B, 
lg kitchen w/abundant cabinetry, nice laundry room, ch&a, 
covered deck.  Located near hospital and MSC @ 806 
Harkey, $94,000
 A VARIETY OF OPPORTUNITES! This could be 
a great restaurant, business, converted to a home, or 
continue as a church.  78 E, Highway frontage on 1.24 
acres  $158,000 
PRIME LOCATION!  Country living minutes from town 
offers 10+/-acres with pecan trees. Perfect for building 
dream home or developing.  Refuge Road.
A SWEETHEART OF A DEAL!  Secluded home 
features 3/4 BR/1.5 bath, very lg kitchen with abundant 
cabinetry adjoins dining and living rm. Notable feature 
is  room large enough for 2 king beds + craft room. Metal 
carport & storage bldg. Great space for family. Located on 
dead end at 1309 Cinnamon Ln. $120,000
FIXER TO FABULOUS!  3B/2B Brick home on 1+/-
Acre.  New CH&A, roof, paint, but is a project in the 
making. 6300 Mansion Rd. Emet. $59,500. 
RENTAL POTENTIAL!  Located on 3 beautiful 
shaded lots...8 brick apartments include 4/1 bedroom and 
4/2 bedroom.  Built in 1985.  Cumberland St.  Ravia, 
$175,000.
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY IN THE HEART 
OF DOWNTOWN!  2 adjoining bldgs feature bar, 
4 baths, new roof, patio for extra seating, & ch&a. . 
Offers  a variety of options for your choice of business. 
Would make great restaurant with overflow dining. 
Approximately 3,000 sq ft. 310 W Main, reduced to 
$285,000.

Brenda Rowe 
Realty

Brenda Rowe, Broker
104 W. Main • (580) 371-9236
Natasha Gray, Sales Associate 

(580) 371-6564
www.brendarowerealty.com
“As for me and my house, 

we will serve the Lord.” 
Joshua 24:15  

CONTRACT

(Published March 12, 19 &
 26, 2020)

NOTICE TO SELL 
COUNTY PROPERTY

ACQUIRED AT RESALE

Notice is hereby given, pur-
suant to the receipt of bid, 
that I, Rana Smith Coun-
ty Treasurer of Johnston 
County, Oklahoma, will on 
the 30th day of March, 2020, 
beginning at 10:00 A.M. at 
my office in Tishomingo, 
Oklahoma sell separately 
the hereinafter described 

HOUSE
FOR SALE

103 West 20th 
Street, Tishomin-
go: 2 or 3 bedroom, 
1,408 sq. ft. house 
with separate 720 
sq. ft. garage and 
shop, with addi-
tional attached 144 
sq. ft. storage area. 
Separate 288 sq. 
ft. storage building, 
6 city lots. Built in 
1959. Remodeled 
bathroom and new 
central heat and air 
(2018). Hardwood 
floors. $74,000. 
Call (580) 618-1764 
for appointment. (3/26)

___________

tracts, parcels, or lots of 
land, all situated in John-
ston County, Oklahoma and 
heretofore acquired by said 
county at the resale autho-
rized by 68 O.S. § 3125.  
Following the description of 
each property separately of-
fered for sale is the name of 
the bidder and the amount 
of bid as follows:

DESCRIPTION
LOT 198 BLOCK D - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER
AVID PROPERTIES

AMOUNT BID
$ 219.78

DECRIPTION
LOT 32 BLOCK C - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER
STEPHEN HILL

AMOUNT BID
216.93

DESCRIPTION
LOT 33 BLOCK C - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER
STEPHEN HILL

AMOUNT BID
219.78

DESCRIPTION
LOT 34 BLOCK C - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER
STEPHEN HILL

AMOUNT BID
662.75

DESCRIPTION
LOT 35 BLOCK C - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER
STEPHEN HILL

AMOUNT BID
219.78

DESCRIPTION
LOT 36 BLOCK C - 
HOLIDAY HAVEN

BIDDER

CONTRACT

STEPHEN HILL
AMOUNT BID
216.93

The said properties will be 
separately sold to the high-
est bidder, for cash in hand, 
or to the original bidder at 
the amount bid if there be 
no higher bid offered, sub-
ject to the approval of the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners.

The apportioned cost of 
advertisement and other 
expense incident to the said 
sale shall be paid by the 
purchaser, in addition to the 
amount bid upon said prop-
erties.

Witness my hand this 
2nd day of March, 2020

/s/ Denise Hook
County Treasurer

(Seal)

___________________

(Published March 12, 19 &
 26, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF JOHNSTON COUNTY, 

TWENTIETH JUDICIAL
 DISTRICT,

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

CASE NO. CV-2020-03

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
INTERPLEADER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN TO AUDREY GAGE, 
CHARITY MOORE, JUS-
TIN GAGE, DILLON GAGE, 
DALTON GAGE, OKLAHO-
MA TAX COMMISSION, 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
EXECUTORS, TRUSTEES, 
SUCCESSORS, AND AS-
SIGNS OF MARVIN GAGE, 
DECEASED, THAT A 
HEARING TO DETERMINE 
THE RIGHTFUL CLAIM-
ANT OF EXCESS RESALE 
FUNDS FROM THE RE-
SALE OF REAL PROP-
ERTY OF THE RECORD 
OWNER, MARVIN GAGE, 
DECEASED, WHICH 

Mill Creek Dolomite, LLC currently 
has openings for qualified Plant and 
Quarry Equipment Operators. 
Competitive wages and benefits 
available. Pick up Application or 
submit resume to
Mill Creek Dolomite, LLC
9915 West Amos Conley RD
Mill Creek, OK 74856
(580) 384-5271

(3/26)

SOLD ON JUNE 10, 2019 
IN JOHNSTON COUNTY 
DESCRIBED AS:

Lots 33, 34 35, and 37 Block 
D, Holiday Haven, John-
ston County Oklahoma, 
Parcel #’s 0045-00-00D-
033-0-020-00, 0045-00-
00D-034-0-021-00, 0045-
00-00D-035-022-00, and 
0045-00-00D-037-0-022-00 
or in the proceeds of the 
sale.

THE HEARING ON THE 
PETITION IN INTER-
PLEADER WILL BE HELD 
ON THE 21st DAY OF 
APRIL, @ 9:00 A.M., 2020 
IN THE SECOND FLOOR 
COURTROOM A OF THE 
JOHNSTON COUNTY 
COURT HOUSE, 403 W. 
MAIN STREET, TISHOM-
INGO, OKLAHOMA 73460, 
BEFORE THE HONOR-
ABLE LAURA J CORBIN, 
ASSOCIATE DISTRICT 
JUDGE.  ANY PERSON 
HAVING AN INTEREST IN 
THE PROCEEDS OF THE 
RESALE OF THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED PROPER-
TY MUST APPEAR AND 
BE HEARD AT THE TIME 
AND PLACE HEREIN DE-
SCRIBED.

CASSANDRA SLOVER
COURT CLERK

BY: /s/ Marci Sneed
DEPUTY COURT CLERK
(SEAL)

DATE:  02-25-2020

PREPARED BY FERN L. 
SMITH #8347
ASSISTANT DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY FOR RANA 
SMITH
JOHNSTON COUNTY 
TREASURER
403 WEST MAIN STREET
TISHOMINGO, 
OKLAHOMA  73460

____________________

(Published March 19 & 26, 
2020)

OK Behavioral 
Health is seeking a 
mental health pro-
fessional to provide 
therapy services to 
adults, adolescents 
and/or their families.  
Qualified candidates 
must possess one of 
the following licens-
es: BHCMII, LPC, 
LCSW, LMFT, LADC, 
or currently be un-
der active supervi-
sion.  The qualified 
candidates  will be 
responsible for pro-
viding home-based 
and/or school-based 
services.  Individuals 
must be indepen-
dent, organized, and 
self-motivated.  Must 
be able to work with 
a team concept and 
possess excellent 
computer and writing 
skills.  Excellent pay, 
student loan forgive-
ness program, paid 
vacation, along with 
personal and sick 
time,  life insurance, 
401K and health ben-
efits available.  Loca-
tions are as follows 
Tishomingo, Ma-
dill, Ardmore, Ada, 
Durant, Kingston, 
Atoka, McAlester, 
Norman, Oklaho-
ma City, Checotah,  
Lawton, and Mead 
Oklahoma. (4/16) 

LAND 
FOR SALE

Want to buy land in 
Johnston County?  
(580) 310-2486. (TFN-S6/28/18)

HELP 
WANTED

Gill's Greenhouse 
in Reagan. Get your 
plants and flowers! 
(580) 384-5442. (4/16)

___________

SALES
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SERVICES

Johnston County 
Business & Service Directory

Advertising in the Business and Service Directory is $4.00 per column 
inch per week.  Ads must run a minimum of 13 weeks.

LANDSCAPING

Milburn
Mannsville
Madill

5x10
10x10
18x10
10x20

Storage Available

M i n i  S t o r a g e
Dan & Peggy Shaffer

(580) 513-3350

(580) 371-6562 
Store Front Lettering 

Banners • Car Magnets  
SuperCheapTshirts

(580) 371-9090(TFN)

SEWING MACHINE 
SERVICE

Service on all makes 
20 years experience

Ernest Brown
505 North Burris
(580) 371-3510(TFN)

PERRY’S
LAWN CARE

Small Scale Decorative 
Landscaping • Mowing

Edging • Trimming 
Trees & Shrubs • Leaf 
Removal Light Hauling 

• Cleanups
Spring & Fall 

(580) 272-3402
(TFN)

(TFN)

Doug’s 
Plumbing

Contractor Lisc. # 6936
Prof. Drain Cleaning
Repair • Remodel
Quality Service

371-2255 (TFN)

Osborn Tree 
Service, LLC

Pruning & Removals
Licesned-Bonded-Insured

Jackie Osborn
ISA Certified Arborist

(580) 399-4499
www.osborntree.com (4/16/20)

CONSTRUCTION 
& ROOFING

MIKE’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Residential &
Commercial

Wood Decks • Sheet Rock 
• Taping & Bedding • New 
Additions • Composition & 
Metal Roofing • Concrete 
Slabs • Painting Interior & 
Exterior • Ceramic Tile • 
Custom Metal Buildings

(580) 795-4263(1/23)

Pack It In 
Storage LLC

4 miles North of Tishomingo, on east side of Highway 377

5x10
10x10
10x20

Units Available

(580) 579-0615 
(580) 443-5939
(580) 371-3611

(TFN)

Shop The 
Johnston 

County 
Sentinel

classifieds!

LPXLP

Hwy 22 RV Park
1551 W. Main St. 

(just west of 
Tishomingo)

Owners: Annetta 
and Rick Kelley

Full hooks, 
showers, laundry, 

storm shelters, wifi, 
DirecTV, ADT
Rates: Daily• 

Weekly•Monthly
(580) 371-7447 (4/9)

RENTALS

Tish Tire 
and Auto

Located west of Hwy 22 and 377 "Y", towards Ravia

Hours:
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon. - Fri.

7 a.m. - 12 p.m. Saturday
After hours (940) 727-9501

Tires; New and Used
 Oil Change • Semi Truck p.m.  

Full Service Automotive
(580) 387-5055

Tishomingo Mini StorageTishomingo Mini Storage5x105x10
10x1010x10
10x1210x12
12x1212x12

Buildings AvailableBuildings Available

Glen & Jayne HullGlen & Jayne Hull
(580) 371-7257(580) 371-7257
(580) 371-2662(580) 371-2662

To Rent Storages Come To Rent Storages Come 
to All Star Vehicle Sales to All Star Vehicle Sales 

• 1505 W. Main St. • • 1505 W. Main St. • 
(580) 371-2662(580) 371-2662

905 E. Main Street905 E. Main Street
TishomingoTishomingo

(TFN)

Blue River RV Park
Daily, Weekly and Monthly Rates

4700 OK Hwy 78 East, Milburn • Call (580) 443-5912

Laundry Facilities • Game Room with pool table, poker table, many other 
game tables, dart board, 55 inch television, central heat & air and 

electric fireplace • Wifi • Kids Playground Area • Walking Trail • Outdoor 
Wood Firepit with wood provided

(6/4)

Brown's Lawn 
and Small 

Tractor Service

Good job for a fair price! 
Call (580) 387-9797

Leaf Removal • 
Mowing • Roof 
Cleaning • Tree 

Trimming • 
Brush 

Hogging • 
Driveway Work 
•  Land Cleaning

(6/4)

(Published March 26, 2020)

Monday, March 16, 2020
Chairman Mike Thompson called regular meeting of 3-16-

20 to order at 9:15 a.m.  Answering aye was Thompson, TJ 
Clements, Jacky Hallmark. Others present George Mathews, 
Leanne Gray, Brooke Burch, Danny Walker, Cassandra 
Slover, Guyla Hart, Lanette Coppedge, Denise Hook, Debbie 
Arnold, Jon Smith, Gary Dodd, Kenny Power, Jason Bryant, 
Sharline Pitmon, John Small and Kim Canaday.  

Hallmark moved to approve minutes of 3-9-20, second 
by Clements, vote aye Hallmark, Clements and Thompson.  

Board took no action on LED Lighting Quotes for Jail 
Lighting Project, Sheriff is still waiting on the final approval 
from OG&E representative.  

Board took no action on Discussion of What Benefits a Full 
Time Employee Receives, 130 hours and Salaried.  Hallmark 
states that he spoke with Assistant District Attorney and she 
is researching this issue.  

Hallmark moved to approve Interagency Agreement with 
Department of Public Safety and Johnston Co Health De-
partment, second Clements, vote aye Hallmark, Clements 
and Thompson.  

Hallmark moved to approve Resolution #20-09 Decla-
ration of Surplus 1994 Bobcat Skid Steer, SN 512818410, 
D2-360-1, second Clements, vote aye Hallmark, Clements 
and Thompson.  

Clements moved to approve Resolution #20-10 Disposing 
of Equipment 1994 Bobcat Skid Steer, SN 512818410, D2-
360-1, second Hallmark, vote aye Hallmark, Clements and 
Thompson.  

Board took no action on Amended Resolution 20-11 for Pay 
Scale and Departmental Employee Status of Employees, this 
will be on the agenda 3-23-20.

Board took no action on Payment to Mary Johnson & As-
sociates for Johnston County Educational Facility Authority 
for Annual Audit for Years 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.  
Board needs more information on the bond.  

Clements moved to approve to Appoint Brison Campbell to 
Fair Board for Dist #3, second Hallmark, vote aye Hallmark, 
Clements and Thompson.

Clements moved to approve Resolution #20-12 for Selec-
tion of Consulting Engineer to be EST Inc. for Cheadle Road 
Project # J/P 34442(04), second Hallmark, vote aye Hallmark, 
Clements and Thompson.

Requisitioning/Receiving Officers: Butcher Pen SR added 
James Sullivan/Vada Caldwell, Butcher Pen Fire Dept added 
Vada Caldwell, Transfers: 1cent11 to SL-A $368.61, TCL-1to 
TCL-2 $4500.00, Monthly Blankets: None, Monthly Report: 
None, Claims: 911 220, AT&T, 281.30, Drug Court 19, ED-
MONDSON, CRAIG, 1750.00, ½ Emergency Communica-
tions 188, CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, 147.00, General 
1859, TERMINEX INTERNATIONAL COMPANY, 70.00, 1860, 
WELLS FARGO, 220.30, 1861, QUICK MART, 29.00, 1862, 
TOTAL ASSESSMENT SOLUTIONS CORP, 3125.00, 1863, 
QUILL, 145.98, 1864, WINN, BOB, 350.00, 1865, BA&B 

HEATING/PLUMBING, 60.00, 1866, SHIPMAN COMMUNI-
CATIONS, 2883.00, 1867, PEC, 33.50, 1868, AT&T, 41.90, 
1869, WATERLOGIC AMERICAS, 35.00, 1870, BROKEN 
ARROW ELECTRIC SUPPLY, 340.75, 1871, OG&E, 95.06, 
1872, MILL CREEK  PWA, 58.29, 1873, SOUTHWESTERN 
STATIONERY & BANK SUPPLY, 257.53, 1874, THOMSON 
REUTERS WEST, 104.19, 1875, AT&T, 124.86, 1876, AT&T, 
63.64, 1877, JOHNSTON COUNTY ELECTION, 78.00, 1878, 
QUILL, 253.96, 1879, OG&E, 193.20, 1880, AT&T, 52.03, 
1881, OG&E, 1569.40, 1882, OG&E, 220.07, 1883, AT&T, 
42.66, Health 169, WALKER COMPANIES, 88.00, 170, 
TISHOMINGO WATER DEPARTMENT, 104.46, Highway 
1285, S.O.R.D., 2008.80, 1286, AT&T, 93.93, 1287, TISHOM-
INGO MOTOR SALES, 351.44, 1288, UTZ, CHIRSTOPHER, 
800.00, 1289, O.D.O.T., 3761.86, 1290, C.L. BOYD, 152.67, 
1291, O.D.O.T., 2894.69, 1292, J&I MANUFACTURING, 
9870.00, 1293, UNITED RENTALS, 11830.00, 1294, RINK-
ERS AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS, 219.35, 1295, THE RAIL-
ROAD YARD, 7350.00, 1296, THOMPSON, MIKE, 258.75, 
1297, O.D.O.T., 4630.04, 1298, VERNON’S PLUMBING/
HEATING/AC, 4432.68, 1299, MIDWEST DRUG TESTS, 
47.00, 1300, AT&T, 94.06, 1301, OG&E, 164.54, 1302, OG&E, 
284.11, 1303, AT&T, 99.06, Lodging 9, JCIA, 737.50, F-FF 
44, AT&T, 88.93, CMT 36, AT&T, 88.93, 

BSF 262, COUNCIL ON LAW ENFORCEMENT EDUCA-
TION/TRAINING, 300.00, 263, MILLER OFFICE EQUIP-
MENT, 40.00, 264, AT&T, 280.34, 265, TISHOMINGO MO-
TOR SALES, 31.00, 266, MIDWEST DRUG TESTS, 76.00, 
267, SOUTHWESTERN STATIONERY BANK SUPPLY, 
202.50, 268, CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, 142.30, 269, 
COMDATA, 1487.30, 270, COMDATA, 265.75, 271, AAD-
VANTAGE LAUNDRY SYSTEMS, 460.22, 272, COAST TO 
COAST SOLUTIONS, 165.20, 273, TISH LUMBER, 15.22

Report gave by Commissioners Secretary, Business: None, 
Public Hearing: Guyla Hart, Assessor speaks on Governor 
Stitt Executive Order #2020-7, reporting that the Oklahoma 
Tax Commissioner working on skeleton crew for 2 weeks.  
LEPC will have meeting 12:00 Wednesday with all of the 
Health Personnel.  Cassandra Slover, Court Clerk reports that 
they are to maintain business as usual.  At this time there is 
no changes for the Courthouse.  George Mathews, US Silica, 
request for the Sandpit Road to be closed.  

Hallmark motioned to adjourn meeting at 10:40 a.m., 
second by Clements, vote aye Hallmark, Clements and 
Thompson.

 
 Approved on  23rd of March, 2020

(Seal)      
     

Attest:  /s/ Kathy Ross, County Clerk               

Chairman:  /s/ Mike Thompson
Vice Chairman:  /s/ Jacky Hallmark

Member:  /s/ T.J. Clements

Commissioners Proceedings

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
IN AND FOR JOHNSTON 

COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

In the Matter of the Estate 
of
 
JOHN R. HAMPTON,
Deceased.  
 

Case No. PB-2020-08

Hon. Laura J. Corbin

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING

PETITION FOR 
ADMINISTRATION, 
APPOINTMENT OF 

PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE, AND 

DETERMINATION OF
 HEIRS

NOW on this March 9, 
2020, there having been 
filed in this Court on this date 
a Petition for Administration 
of Estate, Admission of Will 
to Probate, Appointment of 
Personal Representative, 
and Determination of Heirs, 
Devisees and Legatees with 
regard to the estate of John 
R. Hampton, deceased, al-
leging that John R. Hampton 
died testate on August 10, 
2019, requesting that Lau-
ra A. Hampton be appoint-
ed personal representative 
of the decedent’s estate, 
without bond, and that the 
heirs, devisees and lega-
tees of John R. Hampton, 
deceased, be determined.

IT IS THEREFORE OR-
DERED that said Petition be 
and the same is hereby set 
for hearing on the 15th day 
of April, 2020, at the hour of 
2:30 o’clock P.M. in District 
Court Room A, in the Court-
house of Johnston County, 
in Tishomingo, Oklahoma, 
when and where all persons 
interested may appear and 
contest the same, and that 
notice thereof be given by 
publication and by mailing 
to all of the heirs, devisee 
and legatees at their last 
known place of residence as 
required by law at least ten 
(10) days from the date of 
publication before said date 
of hearing. 
   

/s/ Laura J. Corbin
Hon. Laura J. Corbin

JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT

Philip R. Feist, 
OBA No. 15004
Doerner Saunders Daniel & 
Anderson, LLP
Two West Second Street, 
Suite 700, Tulsa, OK 74103
T: (918) 591-5214 / F: (918) 
925-5214 / Attorney for 
Petitioner

(Seal)
____________________

(Published March 19 & 26, 
2020)

PROCLAMATION AND
 NOTICE OF ELECTION

Under and by virtue of Sec-
tion 26, Article X of the Okla-
homa Constitution and Title 
70, Article XV, Oklahoma 
Statutes 2011, and other 
laws supplementary and 
amendatory thereto and a 
Resolution of the Board of 
Education of Elementary 
School District Number 7 
of Johnston County, Okla-
homa, adopted on the 29th 
day of January, 2020, an 
election is hereby called to 
be held in said School Dis-
trict on the 7th day of April, 
2020, for the purpose of 
submitting to the registered, 
qualified electors thereof the 
following proposition:

PROPOSITION

Shall Elementary School 
District Number 7 of John-
ston County, Oklahoma, 
incur an indebtedness by 
issuing its bonds in the 
sum of Three Hundred Fif-
ty Five Thousand Dollars 
($355,000) to be issued in 
one or more series to pro-
vide funds for the purpose 
of constructing, equipping, 
repairing and remodeling 
school buildings, acquiring 
school furniture, fixtures and 
equipment and acquiring 
and improving school sites, 
and levy and collect an an-
nual tax, in addition to all 
other taxes, upon all the tax-
able property in such District 
sufficient to pay the interest 
on such bonds as it falls due 
and also to constitute a sink-
ing fund for the payment of 
the principal thereof when 
due, said bonds to bear in-
terest not to exceed the rate 
of ten (10%) percentum per 
annum, payable semi-an-
nually and to become due 
serially within ten (10) years 
from their date?

The ballots used at said 
election shall set out the 
proposition as above set 
forth and shall also contain 
the following words:

   
5  For the above 
Proposition

   
5 Against the above 
Proposition

The polls shall be opened 
at seven o’clock A.M. and 
remain open continuously 
until and be closed at seven 
o’clock P.M.

The number and location of 
the polling places and the 
names of the persons who 
shall conduct said election 
shall be designated by the 
County Election Board(s). 
Such officers shall also act 
as counters.

The specific projects for 
which at least eighty-five 
percent (85%) of the pro-
ceeds of the aforesaid 
Bonds shall be expended 
and the dollar amounts for 
each project shall be as fol-
lows:

to perform security im-
provements district-wide, as 
needed $75,000.00

to acquire and/or install 
technology equipment 
district-wide, as needed 
$50,000.00

to renovate, repair and/
or remodel and acquire 
equipment district-wide to 
include, but not be limited 
to: flooring, ceiling repairs, 
HVAC and address dis-
trict maintenance issues  
$230,000.00

TOTAL:  $355,000.00

WITNESS our hands as 
President and Clerk of the 
above Board of Education 
and the seal of said School 
District this 29th day of Jan-
uary, 2020.

Roy Justice
President, Board of 

Education

ATTEST:

Tracie Chapman 
Clerk, Board of Education

(SEAL)

____________________

(Published March 19 & 26, 
2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF JOHNSTON COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

In the Matter of the Estate 
of
BRICE SCOTT MORSE, 
Deceased.

PB-2017-11

NOTICE OF HEARING
 FIRST AND FINAL 

ACCOUNT, PETITION
 FOR DECREE OF 

DISTRIBUTION, AND 
DISCHARGE OF 

PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

Notice is hereby given to 
all persons interested in the 
Estate of BRICE SCOTT 
MORSE, Deceased, that 
on the 16th day of March, 
2020, there was filed with 
this Court the First and Final 
Account, Petition for Decree 
of Distribution, Approval of 
Attorney Fees, Costs, and 
Expenses, and Discharge 
of Personal Representative.

Pursuant to an Order of 
this Court made on the 16th 
day of March, 2020, notice 
is given that the 3rd day of 
April, 2020 at 9 o’clock a.m. 
is the day and time that the 
matter will be heard in the 
District Courtroom of the 
Johnston County Court-
house, at 105 W. Main 
Street, Tishomingo, John-
ston County, Oklahoma, 
and all persons interested 
may appear and contest the 
same.

Witness, the under-
signed, Judge of the District 
Court of Johnston County, 
State of Oklahoma, this 
16th day of March, 2020.

/s/ Laura J. Corbin
Judge of the District Court

Paule’ Thrift Smith,
OBA #16580
Paule’ Thrift Smith Law 
Office PLLC
215 Plaza/P.O. Box 434
Madill, Oklahoma  73446
(580) 795-3225 - telephone
(580) 795-3226 - facsimile
Attorney for Petitioner
(Seal)

____________________
 
(Published March 26 & April 

2, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
FOR CARTER COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

In the Matter of the Estates 
of  
Clyde Nichols, 
deceased, 
And Edna Nichols, 
deceased   
  

Case No.: PB-19-166

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby giv-
en  that on the 27th day of 
February, 2020, the District 
Court for Carter County or-
dered the real property of 
the Estate of Clyde Nichols, 
deceased, and the Estate of 
Edna Nichols, deceased, to 
be sold, such property be-
ing Lots 1 and 2 of Block 87, 
Town of Mannsville, Okla-
homa (the “Property”). The 
sale of such Property shall 
be by private sale after April 
10, 2020. Bids or offers to 
purchase the Property must 
be made in writing, deliv-
ered in person at the law 
offices of Jimmy Veith, P.C., 
120 A St. NW, Ardmore, 
Oklahoma 73401, or deliv-
ered by mail at Jimmy Veith, 
P.C., P.O. Box 607, Ard-
more, Oklahoma, 73402. 

s/Sue Eubank_
 Sue Eubank, Personal 

Representative of the 
Estate of Clyde Nichols, 

Deceased, and the Estate 
of Edna Nichols, 

Deceased.

Dated: March 17, 2020.

Patrick C. Madden, 
OBA # 33561
Jimmy L. Veith, PC
Attorney for Personal Rep-
resentative
P.O. Box 607
120 A St NW
Ardmore, OK 73402
Phone: (580)226-2353
Fax: (580)226-2819
Email:  pat.veithlaw@gmail.
com

____________________

(Published March 26, April 2 
& 9, 2020)

IN THE WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION 

COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF 

OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
DEATH OF   
 
MICHAEL (MIGUEL) 
MENDOZA  
  
 Deceased
  

LAURA MENDOZA
                                                     
 Claimant

vs   
   
DAVENPORT RANCHES 
   
 Respondents 
  
COMPSOURCE MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
                                                            
 Insurance 
 Carrier 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
DATE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF 
OKLAHOMA TO:

TO THE HEIRS AD-
MINSTRATORS, EX-
ECUTORS, DEVISEES. 
TRUSTEES AND ASSIGNS 
OF MICHAEL (MIGUEL) 
MENDOZA, DECEASED, 
AND THE UNKNOWN 
SUCCESSORS OF MI-
CHAEL (MIGUEL) MEN-
DOZA, DECEASED:

GREETINGS:

You and each of you 
are hereby notified that the 
above-mentioned cause 
will come on for hearing in 
the Workers’ Compensation 
Commission of the State 
of Oklahoma.  The case 
will come on for hearing 
regarding the death bene-
fits related to the Workers’ 
Compensation claim filed 
by Laura Mendoza, in the 
matter of the death of her 
husband.  The heirs, ex-
ecutors, administrators, 
devisees, trustees and as-
signs of Michael (Miguel) 
Mendoza, deceased, and 
the unknown successors of 
Michael (Miguel) Mendoza, 
deceased are notified that 
any person  having any in-
terest in the death benefits 
appear for hearing at the 
Workers’ Compensation 
Commission before the 
Honorable Blair McMillian  
on the 29th day of April 
2020 at 9:00 am.

You the heirs, admin-
istrators, executors, devi-
sees, trustees and assigns 
of Michael (Miguel) Men-
doza, deceased, and the 
unknown successors of 
Michael (Miguel) Mendoza 
deceased,  are notified that 
Laura Mendoza alleges that 
she is the wife of Michael 
(Miguel) Mendoza, de-
ceased, and, therefore, she 
is entitled to death benefits 
if she meets the statutory 
requirements. And you, the 
said heirs, administrators, 
executors, devisees, and 
the unknown successors of 
Michael (Miguel) Mendoza 
are further notified that un-
less you appear for hearing 
before the Honorable Blair 
McMillian in the Workers 
Compensation Commis-
sion on the 29th day of April 
2020 at 9:00 am then the 
allegations of this claim will 
be taken as true and judg-
ment determining the heirs 
of Michael (Miguel) Men-
doza will be entered and 
an order awarding death 
benefits will be entered by 
the Workers’ Compensation 
Commission of the State of 
Oklahoma

   
Linda Gray Sheffield
Defense Counsel for 
CompSource Mutual

PO Box 53505
Oklahoma City OK 73160

405-962-3290

____________________

(Published March 26, 2020)

Johnston County 
Commissioners are 
accepting bids to 

Purchase:

2009 or Newer Bucket 
Truck with 55 ft Boom

Contact Information – TJ 
Clements 580-371-7100

Bid closes on 04-13-20 at 
9:00 am with bids being 

opened 04-13-20 at 10:00 
am.  Bids must be 

submitted on S.A. & I. 
Form 4040 and Specs may 
be emailed by contacting 
the County Clerk’s office.  
Send bids to Kathy Ross, 
Johnston County Clerk, 

403 West Main, Rm#101, 
Tishomingo, OK  73460.  
Put Bid #   556-20    on 

outside of envelope.

COMMISSIONERS 
RESERVE THE RIGHT 

TO REJECT ANY OR ALL 
BIDS

____________________

The Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS) 
is extending the expiration 
date of all Class D driver 
licenses, commercial driv-
er licenses (CDL), Oklaho-
ma identification cards and 
handicap parking permits 
that expired 30 days prior to 
Gov. Stitt’s Executive Order 
declaring a State of Emer-
gency.  

This extension will be 

in effect until further notice 
from the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

“As a precautionary mea-
sure and to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, DPS 
has been granted the author-
ity to extend the expiration 
of the Oklahoma identifica-
tion cards, Oklahoma Class 
D driver licenses, Oklahoma 
CDLs and handicap parking 
permits, with an expiration 

on or after Feb. 15, 2020, un-
til further notice” DPS Com-
missioner John Scully said.

For options to renew or 
replace Oklahoma Class D 
driver licenses or identifica-
tion cards by mail or online, 
please visit www.ok.gov/dps.   

Limitations to this ex-
tension will be applied to 
drivers with invalid driver 
licenses due to suspension, 
revocation or denial.

DPS extends expiration dates
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APRILAPRIL
OPEN HOUSE

SALE!
March 30 - April 4

TIRE SALE*
10% Off ALL Tires!
*Madill Location

SCAG
MOWERS

Special Pricing

HUGE 
TOOL 

SPECIAL

NAPA FILTER
DAYS SALE

Over 40% Off Reg. Price

STIHL 
PRODUCTS
10% Off Reg. Price

Over 25 Years 
Experience In:

• Income Tax Preparation
• Payroll

• Bookkeeping

Specializing in:
Farm and Small 

Business
(580) 387-5030

106 N. Kemp, Tishomingo

CORNELL FINANCIAL SERVICES
 Ginger G. Cornell, Certified Public Accountant

IN TISHOMINGO

8:30 a.m. - Noon, 1 - 5 p.m.
Monday - Friday

No appointment necessary

ule high school gradua-
tion for seniors as soon 
as possible after this 
pandemic passes, which 
could be late summer,” 
she said. “As soon as 
we get clearance to have 
graduation (from the 
CDC and the state de-
partment), we will give 
you a date. We want to 
honor our seniors, so 
know we are looking at 
other creative ways to 
celebrate them in a safe 
and healthy manner.

“Rest assured I am 
doing everything possi-
ble to keep our students 
safe, while still provid-
ing opportunities to con-
tinue growing them aca-
demically, emotionally, 
and nutritionally.”

A similar statement 
was released by Ravia 
Superintendent Barbara 
McDonald.

“We will be closed 
for classes, but as a dis-
trict we will continue 
to serve our communi-
ty while abiding by the 
best practices that have 
been recommended by 
the CDC,” McDonald 
wrote. “For Ravia Public 
School, there is nothing 
more important than the 
safety and health of our 
students, staff and com-
munity.

“We want you to be 
safe, and we appreciate 
your understanding of 
all the adjustments be-
ing made at this time… 
Stay safe, practice good 
hygiene and follow all 
the recommended social 
distancing guidelines so 
that this virus will pass 
quickly.”

McDonald also re-
ported that Ravia School 
will be serving free 
“grab-and-go” style 
breakfast and lunch for 

students once a day Mon-
day through Thursday. 
Breakfast and lunch will 
be available for pick-up 
from 9 to 10 a.m. at the 
front of the school.

In addition, McDon-
ald said the Ravia Super-
intendent’s office will be 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to noon for medication 
pick-up or restricted es-
sential business.

During her an-
nouncement on Monday, 
Hofmeister said that the 
OSDE has secured fed-
eral waivers removing 
the burden of statewide 
assessments and permit-
ting the delivery or curb-
side pick-up of nutrition-
al meals for qualifying 
students for the remain-
der of the school year.

“Our districts have 
begun planning their al-
ternative delivery meth-
ods to support student 
learning as they prepare 
to reconnect students 
with their teachers in 
adaptive ways,” she 
said. “We are determined 
to support our Pre-K 
through high school stu-
dents as well as English 
learners, special educa-
tion students, and those 
who need reinforced 
skills or additional en-
richment. 

“We recognize this 
reality will present chal-
lenges for many families 
and districts, but these 
are extraordinary times 
that call for extraor-
dinary measures. This 
coordinated, swift and 
thoughtful action will 
help safeguard the health 
and well-being of our 
communities, students 
and professionals in pub-
lic schools. We must do 
absolutely everything 

Schools Continued from Page 1

in our power to reduce 
transmission of corona-
virus.”

Beginning April 6, 
districts will be expect-
ed to provide distance 
learning for the remain-
der of the school year. 
How that learning oc-

curs, Hofmeister said, 
will vary widely accord-
ing to the capacity and 
needs of districts and 
their communities. Dis-
tricts would start once 
they have provided as-
surances to OSDE of a 
distance learning plan, as 

well as special services 
for English learners and 
special education stu-
dents.

She said the OSDE 
will offer a panoply of 
resources and guidance 
for districts to pursue 
distance learning. 

In addition, the agen-
cy is exploring how 
federal assistance could 
bolster digital connec-
tivity for some districts. 
OETA, Oklahoma’s ed-
ucational public TV net-
work, will also provide 
help.


